
HAD opens temporary cold shelters

     In view of the cold weather, the Home Affairs Department has opened 18
temporary cold shelters in various districts today (March 7) for people in
need of the service. The temporary shelters will remain open when the Cold
Weather Warning is in force.
 
     Clean mattresses and blankets/quilts, hot meals and hot water will be
provided to shelter users free of charge during the opening of the temporary
shelters.
      
     To ensure that cold shelter users can rest in a quiet and undisturbed
environment, members of the public or agencies wishing to make donations to
shelter users are requested to register with the staff of the shelter first.
Donors will then be directed to place the donated items at a specified indoor
location. The staff will help notify the shelter users to collect the items
on their own.
      
     Anyone seeking temporary refuge, or those with any questions about the
donation arrangements at the cold shelters, may call the department's hotline
2572 8427 for more information.
      
     The 18 temporary cold shelters are located at:
 
Hong Kong Island:
——————–
 
Central and Western:
Sai Ying Pun Community Complex Community Hall
3/F, Sai Ying Pun Community Complex,
2 High Street, Sai Ying Pun
 
Eastern:
Causeway Bay Community Centre
3/F, 7 Fook Yum Road, Causeway Bay
 
Southern:
Lei Tung Community Hall
Lei Tung Estate, Ap Lei Chau
 
Wan Chai:
Wan Chai Activities Centre
LG/F, Wan Chai Market, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai
 
Kowloon:
——————
 
Kowloon City:
Hung Hom Community Hall
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1/F, Kowloon City Government Offices,
42 Bailey Street, Hung Hom
 
Kwun Tong:
Lam Tin (West) Estate Community Centre
71 Kai Tin Road, Lam Tin
 
Sham Shui Po:
Nam Cheong District Community Centre
1 Cheong San Lane, Sham Shui Po
 
Wong Tai Sin:
Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate Community Centre
45 Wan Wah Street, Tsz Wan Shan
 
Yau Tsim Mong:
Henry G Leong Yaumatei Community Centre
60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei
 
New Territories:
—————-

Islands:
Tung Chung Community Hall 
G/F, Tung Chung Municipal Services Building, 39 Man Tung Road, Tung Chung
 
Kwai Tsing:
Tai Wo Hau Estate Community Centre
15 Tai Wo Hau Road, Kwai Chung
 
North:
Cheung Wah Community Hall
Cheung Wah Estate, Fanling
 
Sai Kung:
Hang Hau Community Hall
G/F, Sai Kung Tseung Kwan O Government Complex,
38 Pui Shing Road, Hang Hau, Tseung Kwan O
 
Sha Tin:
Lung Hang Estate Community Centre
Lung Hang Estate, Sha Tin
 
Tai Po:
Tai Po Community Centre
2 Heung Sze Wui Street, Tai Po
 
Tsuen Wan:
Lei Muk Shue Community Hall
G/F, Hong Shue House, Lei Muk Shue Estate, Tsuen Wan
 



Tuen Mun:
Butterfly Bay Community Centre
Butterfly Estate (near Tip Sum House), Tuen Mun
 
Yuen Long:
Long Ping Community Hall
Long Ping Estate, Yuen Long

Two more persons who joined package
tours to Qingyuan and Foshan last
month contracted Legionnaires’ disease

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(March 7) announced that two cases of Legionnaires' disease (LD) are
epidemiologically linked to a cluster of four cases announced on
Wednesday (March 5). All six persons participated in package tours organised
by the Sino Step Travel Services to Qingyuan and Foshan last month, and were
classified as imported cases. The CHP urged those who participated in the
package tours organised by the aforesaid travel agency to Qingyuan and Foshan
between February 20 and 28 to contact the CHP as soon as possible for a
health assessment and medical surveillance.
      
     The CHP has been actively investigating and following up on the cases
since receiving notification of the first case a few days ago. The CHP has
proactively contacted the participants of the same tour group that included
the first infected person – and two other groups with the same itinerary and
hotel accommodation – to provide assessments and medical surveillance, and
has discovered the two new cases.
      
     The two most recent cases involve a 71-year-old male and a 69-year-old
female who travelled on the package tours from February 20 to 22 and February
21 to 23 respectively.
      
     Investigations revealed that the six cases had no common local exposure
history. Five of them participated in the package tour to Qingyuan and Foshan
that departed on February 20, and one participated in the same tour that
departed on February 21. Similar to the five imported cases recorded in
November last year involving two package tours to Foshan, they stayed at the
Mehood Hotel in Foshan during the trip (address: 16 Hongling 1 Road, Shishan
Town, Nanhai, Foshan). The CHP has notified the health authorities of
Guangdong about the above cases for environmental investigations. The CHP's
epidemiological investigations are still in progress.
      
     The CHP has also notified the Travel Industry Authority to alert the
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travel industry about the situation. The CHP once again urges those who
joined the following three package tours to call the hotline (Tel: 2125 2670)
as soon as possible:
 
     Travel agent: Sino Step Travel Services
     Travel dates: February 20 to 22;
                        February 21 to 23; and
                        February 26 to 28
     Tour code: LB3280
     Destinations: Qingyuan and Foshan
 
     The hotline, which was launched yesterday (March 6), will be in
operation until March 14 from 9am to 5pm from Monday to Friday, and from 9am
to 1pm on Saturday and Sunday. People who have joined the aforesaid package
tours should seek medical advice immediately if they have a fever or feel
unwell.
      
     Legionellae are found in various environmental settings and grow well in
warm water (20 to 45 degrees Celsius). They can be found in aqueous
environments such as water tanks, hot and cold water systems, cooling towers,
whirlpools and spas, water fountains and home apparatus that support
breathing. People may become infected when they breathe in contaminated
droplets (aerosols) and mist generated by artificial water systems, or when
handling garden soil, compost and potting mixes.
      
     Men, people aged over 50, smokers, alcoholics and persons with weakened
immunity are more susceptible to LD. Some situations may also increase the
risk of infection, including poor maintenance of water systems; living in
areas with old water systems, cooling towers or fountains; using electric
water heaters, whirlpools and spas or hot water spring spas; and recent stays
in hotels or vessels. As infrequently used water outlets (e.g. water taps,
shower heads and hot water outlets) and stagnant points of water pipes may
harbour Legionellae bacteria, members of the public should drain or purge the
pipes for at least one minute before use.
      
     â€‹â€‹The public may visit the CHP's LD page, the Code of Practice for
Prevention of LD and the Housekeeping Guidelines for Cold and Hot Water
Systems for Building Management of the Prevention of LD Committee, and the
CHP's risk-based strategy for prevention and control of LD.

Fraudulent websites and internet
banking login screens related to China
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Construction Bank (Asia) Corporation
Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by China Construction Bank (Asia)
Corporation Limited relating to fraudulent websites and internet banking
login screens, which have been reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press
release is available on the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the websites
or login screens concerned, should contact the bank using the contact
information provided in the press release, and report the matter to the
Police by contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong
Police Force at 2860 5012.

Fraudulent websites and internet
banking login screens related to The
Bank of East Asia, Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by The Bank of East Asia, Limited relating
to fraudulent websites and internet banking login screens, which have been
reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available on
the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
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     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the websites
or login screens concerned, should contact the bank using the contact
information provided in the press release, and report the matter to the
Police by contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong
Police Force at 2860 5012.

Fraudulent websites and internet
banking login screens related to DBS
Bank (Hong Kong) Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by DBS Bank (Hong Kong) Limited relating to
fraudulent websites and internet banking login screens, which have been
reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available on
the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the websites
or login screens concerned, should contact the bank using the contact
information provided in the press release, and report the matter to the
Police by contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong
Police Force at 2860 5012.
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