Hong Kong Customs detects suspected
gold bullion-smuggling case by air
worth about $46 million (with photo)

Hong Kong Customs on March 5 detected a suspected air freight gold
bullion-smuggling case, and seized about 64 kilograms of suspected gold
bullion with an estimated market value of about $46 million at Hong Kong
International Airport (HKIA). This is the largest gold bullion-smuggling case
detected by Hong Kong Customs on record in terms of the seizure volume and
market value.

Based on risk assessment, Customs on that day examined an outbound air
cargo consignment, declared as carrying toys, lamps and hats departing for
Japan, at the Customs Cargo Examination Compound at HKIA. Upon inspection,
Customs officers found the batch of suspected smuggled gold bullion in four
cardboard boxes therein.

An investigation is ongoing. The likelihood of arrests is not ruled out.

Customs will continue to take stringent enforcement actions against all
kinds of smuggling activities through risk assessment and intelligence
analysis.

Smuggling is a serious offence. Under the Import and Export Ordinance,
any person found guilty of importing or exporting unmanifested cargo is
liable to a maximum fine of $2 million and imprisonment for seven years.

a€«

Members of the public may report any suspected smuggling activities to
Customs' 24-hour hotline 182 8080 or its dedicated crime-reporting email
account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk) or online form

(eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/ced002).
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Import of poultry meat and products
from areas in Poland and UK suspended

a€<«The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department announced today (March 11) that in view of notifications
from the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) about outbreaks of
highly pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza in ChodzieA% District of Wielkopolskie
Region in Poland, and in Torbay District of Devon County in the United
Kingdom (UK), the CFS has instructed the trade to suspend the import of
poultry meat and products (including poultry eggs) from the above-mentioned
areas with immediate effect to protect public health in Hong Kong.

A CFS spokesman said that according to the Census and Statistics
Department, Hong Kong imported about 6 600 tonnes of frozen poultry meat from
Poland, and about 910 tonnes of chilled and frozen poultry meat, and about
1.34 million poultry eggs from the UK last year.

"The CFS has contacted the Polish and British authorities over the
issues and will closely monitor information issued by the WOAH and the
relevant authorities on the avian influenza outbreaks. Appropriate action
will be taken in response to the development of the situation," the spokesman
said.

Speech by FS at GreenTech Hub Opening
Ceremony (English only) (with photos)

Following is the speech by the Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, at the
GreenTech Hub Opening Ceremony today (March 11):

Albert (Chief Executive Officer of Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks
Corporation (HKSTP), Mr Albert Wong), GreenTech Hub partners and tech
ventures, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Good afternoon.

It is a pleasure to join you all today for the opening of GreenTech Hub
at InnoCentre.

This opening is a significant moment. When there are backlashes
elsewhere in the world against climate action; when politicians mock green
transition as green scams, today, we demonstrate our commitment, unflinching
as ever, to be a leader in green tech and to advance regional and global
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collaboration in the fight against climate change.

Two years ago, in the 2023-24 Budget, I outlined Hong Kong’s vision to
become an international green tech and green finance centre. At that time, we
saw a world facing both challenges and opportunities in green transition,
including a funding gap measured in trillions of dollars, and a technology
gap short of the innovative solutions that can accelerate the journey to
carbon neutrality. We firmly believe Hong Kong is in the position to lead.

We are a leader in green finance. Being an international financial
centre, we offer a full range of funding options, from angel investments,
venture capital, private equity to stocks and bonds for companies and
projects at various stages of development to pursue worthy causes. Take
bonds, for example. Green bonds issued in Hong Kong account for over one-
third of Asia’s total.

And our capabilities extend beyond green and transition finance. Hong
Kong backs new green ventures and supports traditional industries to
decarbonise.

Equally vibrant is Hong Kong'’s green tech community — a community many
of you here embody. Indeed, in our Science Park and Cyberport, there are some
300 green start-ups specialising in energy-efficient materials, carbon
capture, EV (electric vehicle) infrastructure, and much more. Many of these
solutions are already finding markets globally, from Southeast Asia to the
Middle East. They are part of a green movement, fuelled not just by technical
ingenuity but a shared mission to create a greener and better world together.

By marrying green tech with green finance, we’'re not just contributing
to global green progress but also creating new impetus for Hong Kong’s
economic future.

The GreenTech Hub, announced in the Budget this year, is a cornerstone
of this vision. Housing some 200 green enterprises, this space will gather
innovators in the green industry, forming a nexus for fresh ideas,
transformative solutions and business partnerships. Here, both start-ups and
established tech firms will find mentorship, professional support,
collaboration opportunities and access to a thriving network of financiers,
academia as well as international businesses looking for opportunities in
cutting-edge climate technologies.

And we envision this hub to become a cross-sector and cross-border
exchange platform on green policies, standards, know-how, business practices
and opportunities.

In other words, it is presenting boundless opportunities for green
enterprises. Here, allow me to extend my gratitude to the HKSTP, the ITIB
(Innovation, Technology and Industry Bureau) and our academic, corporate and
industry partners for bringing this hub to life. Today, more than launching a
hub, we begin building a legacy — a legacy defined by action and
collaboration to create a sustainable future for generations to come.



Thank you very much.

Hong Kong Customs conducts
interdepartmental anti-illicit
cigarette publicity activities in Yuen
Long District (with photos)

Hong Kong Customs conducted a joint anti-illicit cigarette publicity
campaign today (March 11) with members of the Yuen Long District Council, the
Tobacco and Alcohol Control Office (TACO) of the Department of Health, the
Police, the Housing Department (HD) and the Community Care Teams in Tin Tsz
Estate and Tin Yiu Estate in Tin Shui Wai, Yuen Long.

During the event, in addition to patrolling housing estates, Customs
officers also set up a promotional booth to distribute leaflets, explain
anti-illicit cigarette messages to residents, and encourage them to report
suspected illicit cigarette trading activities to Customs.

Customs reminds young people, especially students, not to buy or sell
illicit cigarettes or distribute illicit cigarette leaflets, to avoid
creating a criminal record that could affect their future.

Customs will continue to step up enforcement to vigorously combat
illicit cigarette activities through risk assessment, intelligence analysis
and interception at source. If public rental housing units are found to be
involved in illicit cigarette crimes, Customs will notify the HD for follow-
up action after the conclusion of court proceedings.

Customs stresses that it is an offence to buy or sell illicit
cigarettes. Under the Dutiable Commodities Ordinance, anyone involved in
dealing with, possession of, selling or buying illicit cigarettes commits an
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offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $1 million and
imprisonment for two years. Members of the public may report any suspected
illicit cigarette activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 182 8080 or its
dedicated crime-reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk) or
online form (eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/ced002/).

In accordance with the Smoking (Public Health) Ordinance (Cap. 371), no
person shall distribute any smoking product advertisement (including any
promotion leaflets). Any person who contravenes the regulation is liable to a
maximum fine of $50,000. Members of the public may report any suspected
activities of illicit cigarette leaflets distribution to TACO's hotline 2961
8823.

ye )

SRPA successfully prosecutes first-
hand residential development vendor
for contraventions of ordinance

The Sales of First-hand Residential Properties Authority (SRPA) today
(March 11) successfully prosecuted a first-hand residential development
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vendor for contraventions of the Residential Properties (First-hand Sales)
Ordinance (the Ordinance). The vendor was charged with three counts of
offences for (i) failure to contain in the agreement of sale and purchase the
provisions as set out in Schedule 7 of the Ordinance; (ii) failure to provide
an electronic copy of the Register of Transactions available for inspection
on the designated website for the development, and (iii) failure to provide
an electronic copy of the Register of Transactions to the SRPA as soon as
practicable after an entry had been made into the Register of Transactions,
contravening Section 55(2), Section 60(2) and Section 60(4) of the Ordinance
respectively. The vendor pleaded guilty to the above offences and was
convicted and fined $26,000 at Kwun Tong Magistrates' Courts today. The
development concerned is located at Pok Fu Lam, Hong Kong.

"The SRPA has long been taking a three-pronged approach to enforce the
Ordinance, i.e. to step up compliance checks, inspections, as well as
collection of required evidence for prosecutions; to continuously improve the
trade's compliance with the Ordinance; and to foster public awareness of the
Ordinance. The SRPA will take action seriously and carry out investigations
on any suspected cases of contravention of the Ordinance to further enhance
the transparency and fairness of the sales of first-hand residential
properties, protect the interests of purchasers, as well as provide a level
playing field for vendors," a spokesman for the SRPA said.

Details of the case have been uploaded onto the SRPA's website at
www.srpa.gov.hk/en/prosecution-cases.html for public inspection.
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