
Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai Swimming Pool
temporarily closed

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at regular
intervals:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (December
12) that Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai Swimming Pool in Yuen Long District has been
temporarily closed for cleaning and superchlorination following the discovery
of a small amount of faeces in the pool.

     It will be reopened at 7pm today.

     The department appeals to swimmers to be considerate and to keep the
swimming pools clean. They are advised not to swim after a full meal and
should use the toilet facilities if necessary before swimming.

Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     As at 9am today (December 12), three COVID-19 confirmed patients (case
numbers: 12398, 12399, 12426) were discharged from hospital in the last 24
hours and will continue with the 14-day post-discharge isolation. So far, a
total of 12 168 patients with confirmed or probable infection have been
discharged.
      
     A total of 67 confirmed patients are currently hospitalised in the North
Lantau Hospital Hong Kong Infection Control Centre and the Hospital Authority
(HA) Infectious Disease Centre. Among those patients, one is in serious
condition (case number: 12431) while the remaining are in stable condition.
      
     The HA will maintain close contact with the Centre for Health Protection
to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public and healthcare
workers on the latest information in a timely manner.
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CHP investigates five additional
confirmed cases of COVID-19

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
announced that as of 0.00am, December 12, the CHP was investigating five
additional confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), taking the
number of cases to 12 489 in Hong Kong so far (comprising 12 488 confirmed
cases and one probable case).
     
     The newly reported cases are imported cases. Four of the cases involved
mutant strains while the viral load of one case is insufficient for mutation
tests. The patients comprise two males and three females, aged 14 to 62. All
of them arrived in Hong Kong from Group A specified places (high-risk). Two
patients tested positive during the "test-and-hold" arrangement upon arrival
at the Temporary Specimen Collection Centre at Hong Kong International
Airport and two tested positive during quarantine. Case 12494 was tested
indeterminate during quarantine and she tested positive after admission to
hospital.

     A total of 59 cases have been reported in the past 14 days (November 28
to December 11) and all of them are imported cases.

     The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the confirmed cases are ongoing. For case details and contact tracing
information, please see the Annex or the "COVID-19 Thematic Website"
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk).

     The spokesman for the CHP stressed, "The global situation of COVID-19
infection remains severe and there is a continuous increase in the number of
cases involving mutant strains that carry higher transmissibility, and there
are also reports of breakthrough infections in some vaccinated individuals.
The CHP strongly urges members of the public to avoid all non-essential
travel outside Hong Kong, in particular to specified places with high risk
under the Prevention and Control of Disease (Regulation of Cross-boundary
Conveyances and Travellers) Regulation (Cap. 599H)."

Liquor Licensing Board to meet on
Tuesday

The following is issued on behalf of the Liquor Licensing Board:
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     The Liquor Licensing Board (LLB) will meet on Tuesday (December 14) to
consider an application for new issue of a liquor licence.
 
     The application is:
 
Hong Kong:
—————
ASK FOR ALONZO in Sheung Wan
 
     The meeting will be held at 9.45am in the conference room, Room 102,
1/F, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai. In response to the latest developments
of COVID-19, to avoid the gathering of people in an enclosed environment and
to safeguard the health of all participants, only limited public seats will
be available on a first-come, first-served basis for all open hearings of the
LLB in the interim.

Island East Swimming Pool temporarily
closed

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at regular
intervals:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (December
12) that due to urgent maintainable works on water mains, Island East
Swimming Pool in Eastern District has been temporarily closed until further
notice.
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