
Red flag lowered at Stanley Main Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at regular
intervals:

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department said today (April 5) that
the red flag at Stanley Main Beach in Southern District, Hong Kong Island has
been lowered.

     The red flag was hoisted earlier due to big waves.

Home and Youth Affairs Bureau launches
“60th Anniversary of Dongjiang Water
Supply to Hong Kong” thematic event
series (with photos)

     The Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs, Miss Alice Mak, today (April
5) officiated at the kick-off ceremony of the "60th Anniversary of Dongjiang
Water Supply to Hong Kong" thematic event series. The year 2025 marks the
60th anniversary of Dongjiang water supply to Hong Kong. To commemorate and
celebrate this remarkable milestone, the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau (HYAB)
will organise and provide a series of thematic activities for young people.
      
     Speaking at the ceremony, Miss Mak said that six decades ago, Dongjiang
water was first diverted through mountains and valleys into the Hong Kong
waterways, resolving the prolonged water scarcity that had plagued the city.
Subsequently, the country expanded and upgraded the water supply system three
times. Today, Dongjiang water accounts for over 70 per cent of Hong Kong's
freshwater supply. Every drop of water carries the profound sentiments of a
national commitment spanning over half a century. Through the various
activities organised under the theme of "60th Anniversary of Dongjiang Water
Supply to Hong Kong", the HYAB aims to enhance young people's understanding
of the history of Dongjiang water supply to Hong Kong and the significant
role that Dongjiang water has played in Hong Kong, enabling the youth to
appreciate the substantial support rendered by the country to Hong Kong and
strengthening their awareness on cherishing water resources.
      
     The Youth Link will organise the "Exchange Tour to Guangdong Province
for the 60th Anniversary of Dongjiang Water Supply to Hong Kong" (the
Exchange Tour) on April 12 and 13 as the debut thematic activity. Around 80
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Youth Link members will visit national major water conservancy projects and
cultural and historical sites in Guangdong Province. Taking this opportunity,
the HYAB will also arrange for the Youth Link members to meet and exchange
with local youth and Hong Kong youth residing in the area.
      
     Besides, the HYAB, in collaboration with the Greater Bay Area Homeland
Youth Community Foundation, will lead 500 young people to visit and explore
the source of the Dongjiang River at Sanbai Mountain and its surrounding
regions in June this year. The HYAB will also collaborate with different
youth organisations and provide funding support under the "HYAB Funding
Scheme for Youth Exchange in the Mainland 2025-26" for around 30 exchange
projects under the theme of "60th Anniversary of Dongjiang Water Supply to
Hong Kong". The visits will cover water conservancy projects and historical
and cultural sites in the Sanbai Mountain in Jiangxi Province, as well as in
Dongguan, Huizhou, Heyuan in Guangdong Province, enabling the young people to
learn more about the history, management and protection of the Dongjiang
water engineering project, as well as the culture and history along the
areas. 
      
     Miss Mak encouraged young people to seize these valuable opportunities
and actively participate in relevant activities to learn more about the story
of Dongjiang water and pass on the spirit of gratitude. Miss Mak expressed
her hope to work with young people together in future in cherishing this
precious resources which has not come easily, and create for a better
tomorrow.
      
     Other officiating guests included the Vice-Chairman of the Youth
Development Commission (YDC), Mr Kenneth Leung; the Commissioner for Youth,
Mr Eric Chan; member of the YDC Mr John Li; and the Chairman of Dynamic Youth
of Huizhou, also the collaborative partner of the Exchange Tour, Mr George
Lau. Members of the YDC also attended the event.      
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Missing woman in Mong Kok located

     A woman who went missing in Mong Kok has been located.
 
     Leung Yuk-lan, aged 86, went missing after she left her residence on Tai
Kok Tsui Road on April 2 afternoon. Her family made a report to Police.
 
     The woman was located on Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui on April 3
evening. She sustained no injuries and no suspicious circumstances were
detected.
 

DH continues to clamp down on illegal
waterpipe smoking in no smoking areas
during long weekend (with photo)

     The Tobacco and Alcohol Control Office (TACO) of the Department of
Health (DH) continued to clamp down on illegal waterpipe smoking in no
smoking areas during the long weekend of the Ching Ming Festival holiday by
conducting another enforcement operation, codenamed "Pipepurge", in Causeway
Bay last night (April 4). A total of three fixed penalty notices (FPNs) were
issued.
 
     During the operation, officers from TACO (including plainclothes
officers) carried out inspections and enforcement action at a bar in Causeway
Bay, and issued three FPNs to persons illegally smoking waterpipes. TACO's
investigation is ongoing, and prosecution may also be taken against the
operators of the bar who are suspected of aiding and abetting smoking
offences. TACO will also refer the cases to the Liquor Licensing Board for
appropriate follow-up action.
 
     Under the Ordinance, conducting a smoking act in a statutory no smoking
area (such as indoor areas of bars or restaurants) is prohibited. Any person
doing a smoking act in statutory no smoking areas is liable to a fixed
penalty of $1,500. Moreover, where smoking products (including waterpipes)
are sold, in bars or otherwise, the restrictions on the promotion and sale of
smoking products stipulated in the Ordinance apply. Offenders are liable on
summary conviction to a maximum fine of $50,000. Venue managers of statutory
no smoking areas are empowered by the Ordinance to request a smoking offender
cease the act; if the offender is not co-operative, the manager may contact
the Police for assistance.
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     In addition, under the Criminal Procedure Ordinance, any person who
aids, abets, counsels or procures the commission by another person of any
offence shall be guilty of the same offence.
 
     "The DH will continue to closely monitor and take stringent enforcement
action against illegal waterpipe smoking. Last year (2024), TACO conducted
162 operations against illegal waterpipe smoking activities in no smoking
areas. A total of 162 FPNs were issued against smoking offenders, while 89
summonses were issued to staff members and operators of the bars/restaurants
for other related offences," the Head of TACO, Dr Fung Ying said.
 
     Dr Fung reminded the public that waterpipe is a smoking product, and its
combustion of fuel (e.g. charcoal) releases carbon monoxide. Exposure to a
low concentration of carbon monoxide can lead to a range of symptoms such as
dizziness, headache, tiredness and nausea; whereas exposure to a high
concentration of carbon monoxide can lead to impaired vision, disturbed co-
ordination, unconsciousness, brain damage or even death. People should seek
medical attention immediately if they suspect they are developing symptoms of
carbon monoxide poisoning.
 
     A typical one-hour waterpipe smoking session exposes the user to 100 to
200 times the volume of smoke inhaled from a single conventional cigarette.
Moreover, sharing a waterpipe apparatus increases the risk of transmitting
infectious diseases, such as tuberculosis.
 
     She cautioned against waterpipe smoking and the use of other smoking
products. Smokers should quit smoking as early as possible for their own
health and that of others. For more information on the hazards of waterpipe
smoking, please visit www.livetobaccofree.hk/pdfs/waterpipe_leaflet_new.pdf.
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Red flags hoisted at some beaches

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (April 5)
that due to big waves, red flags have been hoisted at Stanley Main Beach,
Shek O Beach and Big Wave Bay Beach in Southern District, Hong Kong Island.
Beachgoers are advised not to swim at these beaches.
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