Manager of unlicensed guesthouse fined

A woman was fined $4,000 at the Tuen Mun Magistrates' Courts today
(August 16) for contravening the Hotel and Guesthouse Accommodation
Ordinance.

The courts heard that in June last year, officers of the Office of the
Licensing Authority (OLA), the Home Affairs Department, inspected a suspected
unlicensed guesthouse in Wing Ping Tsuen in Yuen Long. During the inspection,
the OLA officers posed as lodgers and successfully rented a room in the
guesthouse on a daily basis.

According to the OLA's records, the guesthouse did not possess a licence
under the Ordinance on the day of inspection. The woman responsible for
managing the premises was charged with contravening section 5(1) of the
Ordinance.

A department spokesman stressed that operating or managing an unlicensed
guesthouse is a criminal offence and will lead to a criminal record. Upon
conviction, the offender is liable to a maximum fine of $200,000 and two
years' imprisonment.

The spokesman appealed to anyone with information about suspected
unlicensed guesthouses to report it to the OLA through the hotline (Tel: 2881
7498), by email (hadlaeng@had.gov.hk), by fax (2504 5805) using the report
form downloaded from the OLA website (www.hadla.gov.hk), or through the
mobile application "Hong Kong Licensed Hotels and Guesthouses".

Flag-lowering ceremony cancelled

Owing to the thunderstorm warning, the flag-lowering ceremony to be
conducted at Golden Bauhinia Square, Wan Chai at 6pm today (August 16) will
be cancelled.

Expert Adviser Team for Shatin-to-
Central Link Project established

The Transport and Housing Bureau announced today (August 16) that an
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Expert Adviser Team for the Shatin-to-Central Link (SCL) Project
was established on August 15, 2018.

The Team comprises three senior retired government officers. They are Dr
Lau Ching-kwong (former Director of Civil Engineering), Mr Hui Siu-wai
(former Director of Buildings) and Mr Wong Hok-ning (former Head of
Geotechnical Engineering Office).

The Team will conduct an overall review of MTR Corporation Limited's
(MTRCL) project management system, and recommend additional management and
monitoring measures to be undertaken by MTRCL and government departments as
appropriate, in taking forward the SCL Project. In particular, the Team will
advise on the most pragmatic methodology for MTRCL to ascertain the
structural safety and the as-built condition of the platform slabs and
diaphragm walls of Hung Hom Station Extension, consider any further
investigations necessary in relation to the construction of key structures in
all stations of the SCL Project, and advise on any other matters relevant to
the works of the SCL Project.

In discharging the above duties, members of the Team will be
representing the Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The
Government looks forward to MTRCL rendering its full co-operation and support
to the work of the Team.

The Expert Advisers are appointed for a period of one year. They will
complete a report on their findings in about nine months' time, and may
produce interim report(s) as necessary. Professional staff from the relevant
government departments will be deployed to provide technical support to the
Team.

Company director fined for wage
offences and default on Labour
Tribunal award

The director of Niron Mobile Limited was prosecuted by the Labour
Department (LD) for failing to pay employees' wages and defaulting on the
sums awarded by the Labour Tribunal (LT) as required by the Employment
Ordinance (EO). The director pleaded guilty at Kwun Tong Magistrates' Courts
today (August 16) and was fined a total of $87,000. The director was also
ordered to pay a sum of about $124,000 via the court to the three employees.

The company failed to pay three employees wages within seven days after
the termination of employment. The company also failed to pay them the
awarded sum of about $124,000 in total within 14 days after the date set out
by the terms of the LT award in accordance with the EO. The director
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concerned was convicted for his consent, connivance or neglect in the above
offences.

"The ruling helps disseminate a strong message to all employers and
responsible officers of companies that they have to pay wages to employees
within the time limit stipulated in the EO and the awarded sums according to
the terms of the awards of the LT or Minor Employment Claims Adjudication
Board. The LD will not tolerate these offences and will continue to make
dedicated efforts in enforcing the EO and safeguarding employees' statutory
rights," a spokesman for LD said.

USFH inspects mosquito prevention
measures in Kwai Tsing (with photos)

The Under Secretary for Food and Health, Dr Chui Tak-yi, together with
the Chairman of the Kwai Tsing District Council (KTDC), Mr Law King-shing,
and members of the KTDC visited Kwai Tsing District today (August 16) to
inspect the implementation of mosquito prevention measures carried out by the
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD).

Dr Chui said that in order to tackle the risks of dengue fever and other
mosquito-borne diseases, various government departments had to step up
mosquito control measures and members of the public should also adopt
mosquito prevention and control measures at home.

“District Councils, especially their environmental hygiene committees,
spare no efforts and play important roles in supporting and promoting
mosquito control work at the district level. We hope that all District
Councils will proactively encourage people in the community and organisations
to assist in eliminating mosquitoes through their networks of local
communities as well as their contact with residents and shop tenants," he
said.

In view of the four local cases of dengue fever, the FEHD immediately
stepped up targeted mosquito prevention and control work at the relevant
districts. The FEHD deployed staff to carry out prevention and control work
including conducting fogging operations to reduce the number of adult
mosquitoes, applying larvicides, clearing stagnant water and disused
articles, and conducting grass cutting to eliminate potential mosquito
breeding grounds in areas within a 500-metre radius of the residences of the
patients and the places visited by them during the incubation period. The
FEHD also collected samples of Aedes albopictus for virus testing with a view
to identifying the infection sources of the dengue fever cases.

In the rainy season, the public should take heed of the following advice
on mosquito control:
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* Thoroughly check all gully traps, roof gutters, surface channels and drains
to prevent blockage;

* Scrub and clean drains and surface channels with an alkaline detergent
compound at least once a week to remove any deposited mosquito eggs;

* Properly dispose of refuse, such as soft drink cans, empty bottles and
boxes, in covered litter containers;

* Completely change the water of flowers and plants at least once a week. The
use of saucers should be avoided if possible;

* Level irregular ground surfaces before the rainy season;

* Avoid staying in shrubby areas; and

* Take personal protective measures such as wearing light-coloured long-
sleeved clothes and trousers and apply insect repellent containing DEET to
clothing or uncovered areas of the body when doing outdoor activities.

To reduce the risk of infections spread by mosquitoes, apart from
general measures, travellers returning from affected areas should apply
insect repellent for 14 days (dengue fever) or at least 21 days (Zika Virus
Infection) upon arrival in Hong Kong. If feeling unwell, seek medical advice
promptly and provide travel details to the doctor. DEET-containing insect
repellents are effective and the public should take heed of the tips below:

* Read the label instructions carefully first;

* Apply right before entering an area with risk of mosquito bites;

* Apply on exposed skin and clothing;

* Use DEET of up to 30 per cent for pregnant women and up to 10 per cent for
children¥*;

* Apply sunscreen first, then insect repellent; and

* Re-apply only when needed and follow the instructions.

* For children who travel to countries or areas where mosquito-borne diseases
are endemic or epidemic and where exposure is likely, those aged 2 months or
above can use DEET-containing insect repellents with a DEET concentration of
up to 30 per cent.

Members of the public should call 1823 in cases of mosquito problems and
may visit the dengue fever pages of the Centre for Health Protection (CHP)
and its Travel Health Service, the latest Travel Health News, tips for using
insect repellents, the CHP Facebook Page and YouTube Channel, and the
FEHD's Guidebook on Control and Prevention of Mosquito Breeding for more
information.
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