UGC supports CityU to run Bachelor’s
Degree in Veterinary Medicine
programme at college of veterinary
medicine

The following is issued on behalf of the University Grants Committee:

The University Grants Committee (UGC) announced today (August 20) that
the UGC supports the City University of Hong Kong (CityU) to launch a UGC-
funded six-year Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine (BVM) programme with effect
from the 2019/20 academic year, subject to the approval of the Government.
The UGC will submit its funding recommendation for the 2019/20 to 2021/22
triennium, including the recommendation in respect of CityU's BVM programme,
to the Government later this year. The Government will consider the UGC's
recommendation and announce the student number target for the 2019/20 to
2021/22 triennium according to established procedures.

The Chairman of the UGC, Mr Carlson Tong, said, "The establishment of a
veterinary college in Hong Kong to nurture talents in veterinary medicine is
an investment that is conducive to people's health and long-term development
of Hong Kong. If zoonotic diseases emerge in Hong Kong in the future, a local
veterinary college can quickly provide appropriate facilities and manpower
support and conduct related research work."

Since 2009, CityU has applied to the UGC three times to introduce a
bachelor's degree in veterinary medicine. The final report of the 2013 UGC
Task Force concluded that, for strategic development, Hong Kong is well
positioned to develop a veterinary school that has a small professional
veterinary medicine training programme but a top-heavy research and
postgraduate programme for training research talents focusing on relevant
areas such as zoonotic infectious diseases and public health. In this
connection, after receiving the third proposal from CityU in 2016, the
Government advised CityU that there is a prima facie case for Hong Kong to
consider introducing a professionally accredited undergraduate programme in
veterinary medicine, and the ideal veterinary school for Hong Kong should
have a small professional veterinary medicine training programme and a top-
heavy postgraduate and research programme.

After actively following up on the recommendations in the 2013 Final
Report of the UGC Task Force, CityU submitted the latest proposal in October
2017 to the UGC for consideration in the context of the 2019/20 — 2021/22
Triennium Planning Exercise. The UGC immediately formed a task force to
examine CityU's proposal in October 2017. The Task Force, led by Professor
Jan Thomas, comprises members who are internationally renowned professionals,
local experts and people from different sectors.
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Mr Tong said, "The most important consideration for the UGC in reviewing
CityU's proposal is to ensure that graduates will be able to practise
veterinary medicine in Hong Kong. In addition to making progress in securing
international accreditation, CityU's veterinary programme includes a backup
plan that fully responds to the requirements of the Task Force."

Professor Thomas said, "The Task Force met with the relevant
departmental personnel and management of CityU and other stakeholders to
understand various aspects such as the cost and financial needs of the
programme, the preparation work in attaining professional accreditation, the
role of Cornell University in assisting CityU to run the veterinary programme
and the progress of setting up the relevant laboratory and animal clinics.
After the review, the Task Force was satisfied with the response and
performance of CityU in various aspects. It also appreciated the enthusiasm
and determination of CityU in establishing the veterinary college."

The UGC has requested CityU to submit an annual progress report to the
UGC before the programme can obtain full accreditation status. In the
meantime, the UGC Task Force will continue to assist the UGC in reviewing the
progress of the programme.

The final report of the Task Force on the Bachelor of Veterinary
Medicine Programme of CityU has been uploaded to the UGC website
(www.ugc.edu.hk).

EMSD announces investigation results
on lift incident at Sheung Shui Town
Centre

The Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) has completed
the technical investigation into the l1ift incident at Paris Court in Sheung
Shui Town Centre on May 11 this year and released the investigation report
today (August 20).

The investigation revealed that the braking force of the brake system of
the lift associated with the incident was insufficient, so that when the lift
car travelled from the ground floor to the destination floor and the lift
doors opened for passenger entry, the lift car failed to stop completely and
continued to move upwards, thereby leading to the incident. The main cause of
the problem was that a component of the lift braking system was found to have
been not lubricated for a long time and hence could not operate smoothly. As
a result, the brake was continuously rubbed when the lift was running,
leading to overheating and hence significant reduction in the braking force.
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While the technical investigation has been completed with the
investigation report uploaded to the EMSD's website
(www.emsd.gov.hk/filemanager/en/content 794/Report on Lift Incident at Paris
Court (Eng).pdf), criminal investigation into the incident is still in
progress. The EMSD emphasises that the law will be strictly enforced if
contraventions are identified.

After the incident, as a prudent measure, the EMSD immediately requested
all registered lift contractors maintaining lifts of the same brand as the
1lift in the incident to carry out special inspections. The special
inspections were completed in two weeks after the incident and no abnormality
was found. The EMSD further requested the registered lift contractor
maintaining the lift in the incident to conduct special inspections for all
lifts under its maintenance, which were completed without any abnormality
found. The EMSD also stepped up the sampling inspections for these lifts.

In addition, the EMSD issued letters to all registered lift contractors
to remind them to strictly follow the requirements under the Lifts and
Escalators Ordinance and the Code of Practice for Lift Works and Escalator
Works (the CoP) to ensure proper maintenance of the l1ift brake systems.

To enhance the safety of aged lifts, the EMSD announced earlier the
implementation of the following two short-term measures:

1. Contractors shall conduct special maintenance works at least twice every
year for the important protective components (including brakes, traction
machines and landing doors) of aged lifts that have yet to undergo
modernisation works. Contractors are also required to submit to the EMSD the
scheduled date, time and inspection results of the special maintenance works
via an online platform. The EMSD will also step up the corresponding spot
checks; and

2. Contractors shall record maintenance works in logbooks with an improved
format to list the important protective components involved in each round of
maintenance to facilitate more effective monitoring of the contractors'
maintenance works by the EMSD and the responsible persons for lifts.

The CoP (2018 Edition) with details of the above measures came into
effect via a gazette notice on August 10 this year. Lift contractors and
responsible persons for lifts have to fully implement the relevant measures
before February 1, 2019.

The EMSD promulgated the Guidelines for Modernising Existing Lifts in
2011 to recommend the responsible persons for aged lifts to install safety
devices (including an unintended car movement protection device and an
ascending car overspeed protection device) to make the operation of their
lifts safer, more reliable and comfortable. The EMSD appeals to all
responsible persons of aged lifts again to carry out modernisation works as
soon as possible. Please refer to the EMSD's website for details of lift
modernisation works at
www.emsd.gov.hk/en/lifts and escalators safety/responsible persons corner/lif
t modernisation resource corner/index.html.
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Missing man in Kwai Chung located

A man who went missing in Kwai Chung was located.

Leung Sing-chai, aged 68, went missing after he was last seen in a
hospital on Princess Margaret Hospital Road on July 20 afternoon. A staff
member of his elderly home made a report to Police on July 21.

The man was located on Salisbury Road in Tsim Sha Tsui yesterday (August
19) morning. He sustained no injuries and no suspicious circumstances were
detected.

Appeal for information on missing man
in Chai Wan (with photo)

Police today (August 20) appealed to the public for information on a man
who went missing in Chai Wan.

Kan Shou, aged 89, went missing after he left his residence on Kornhill
Road yesterday afternoon (August 19). His family made a report to Police on
the same day.

He is about 1.67 metres tall, 66 kilograms in weight and of medium
build. He has a square face with yellow complexion and short white hair. He
was last seen wearing glasses, a grey long-sleeved jacket, khaki shorts and
black shoes.

Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing man or may have seen him
is urged to contact the Regional Missing Person Unit of Hong Kong Island on
2860 1040 or 9886 0034 or email to rmpu-hki@police.gov.hk, or contact any
police station.
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Fatal traffic accident in Lantau North

Police are investigating a fatal traffic accident in Lantau North today
(August 20) in which a 50-year-old man died.

At about 7.35am, a private car driven by the 50-year-old man was
travelling along Magic Road southbound, and it reportedly rammed into a tree.

Sustaining serious head injuries, the driver was trapped inside the
compartment and was rescued by fireman. He was rushed to North Lantau
Hospital in unconscious state and was certified dead at 8.56 am.

Investigation by the Special Investigation Team of Traffic, New
Territories South is underway.

Anyone who witnessed the accident or has any information to offer is
urged to contact the investigating officers on 3661 1300 or 3661 1346.
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