Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates of

medical wards in public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority is closely monitoring
the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the occupancy
rate of medical wards in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being
issued daily for public information. Details are in the appended table.

Red flag hoisted at Clear Water Bay
Second Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:
Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:
Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (January
26) that due to big waves, red flag has been hoisted at Clear Water Bay
Second Beach in Sai Kung District. Beach-goers are advised not to swim at
the beach.

Yellow fire danger warning

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:
Yellow fire danger warning

The fire danger situation today (January 26) is yellow and the risk of
fire is high. People are urged to prevent fires breaking out and hikers
should also be vigilant.
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Regional flag day today

Three charities have been issued Public Subscription Permits to hold
flag sales from 7am to 12.30pm today (January 26). They are, on Hong Kong
Island, Saint Barnabas' Society and Home; in Kowloon, Rehabilitation Alliance
Hong Kong; and in the New Territories, Yan 0i Tong Limited, a spokesman for
the Social Welfare Department (SWD) said.

Arrangements have been made with the charities to help people
distinguish between the three flag-selling activities.

Information on the three flag-selling organisations on January 26 is as
follows:

Name of Colour of

Region Organisation Collection Bag

Colour of Flag

Saint Barnabas'
Hong Kong Island Society and Home Red Grey

Rehabilitation

Kowloon Alliance Hong Red Light Blue
Kong

New Territories Y?“.Ol Tong Yellow White
Limited

For enquiries, please call the SWD's hotline at 2343 2255, or the
designated hotline of the 1823 Call Centre at 3142 2678. Information on flag
days is available at the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site whatsnew/) and the GovHK portal
(www.gov.hk/en/theme/fundraising/search/). Permits for flag days containing
contact information of the flag-selling organisations and information on the
approved flag-selling activities have also been uploaded to the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site pubsvc/page_controlofc/sub_recentlyap/). For
enquiries about the detailed flag-selling arrangements, please contact the
individual flag-selling organisations.

Details of the charitable fund-raising activities covered by the Public
Subscription Permit issued by the SWD have also been uploaded to the GovHK
website (www.gov.hk/fundraising).

In the case of suspected fraudulent flag day activities, people should
not make any donation and should immediately report the matter to the Police,
the spokesman added.
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HKETO, Brussels supports Hong Kong
comics industry at AngoulA2me
International Comics Festival, France
(with photos)

The Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office, Brussels (HKETO, Brussels),
joined hands with Create Hong Kong (CreateHK) to support the Hong Kong comics
industry's participation in the 46th Angouléme International Comics Festival,
France, from January 24 to 27.

The Hong Kong Arts Centre (HKAC) and Comix Home Base presented the
exhibition "OUAT (Once Upon a Time) Hong Kong Comics Touring Exhibition",
featuring the classics and new works of full-length drama comics, by more
than 30 Hong Kong comics artists.

Five Hong Kong artists, namely Samson Chu, Dolly Lee, Mak Siu-fung, Lee
Kin-leung and Yanai met with readers and industry professionals from all over
the world in the Festival. Their live drawing demonstrations gave visitors a
glimpse of the creation processes and their specific skills. They also gave
autograph sessions and talks. Two other industry professionals, the founder
of the comics social media and publisher zbfghk, Karman Leung, and comics
editor Henry Pang also attended the Festival.

To expand the reach of Hong Kong comics, for the first time the HKAC
also had a booth at the Festival's International Rights and Licensing Market
to present Hong Kong comic books in French and in English to potential
overseas publishers and professionals.

Speaking at the opening reception for the OUAT! Hong Kong Comics Touring
Exhibition today (January 25, Angouléme time), Deputy Representative of
HKETO, Brussels, Mr Sam Hui, said the Hong Kong Special Adminstrative Region
(HKSAR) Government supports the development of comics and animation, which
has always been an important element of Hong Kong's popular culture.

He noted in the age of the internet, there are new challeges and
opportunities for the comics and animation industry to reach the new
generations. He welcomed the translation of more Hong Kong comics into French
to widen their reach.

Mr Hui also underlined that Hong Kong maintains the protection of
intellectual property rights to the highest international standards, keeping
our copyright regime under regular review in pace with the rapid development
of the digital economy to ensure that Hong Kong remains a place where
creativity and talent can flourish.
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Ms Connie Lam, Executive Director of the HKAC, then introduced the Hong
Kong comics industry and the activities of the Comix Home Base. This was
followed by exchanges between the Hong Kong artists and professionals and the
audience.

Founded in 1974, the Angouléme International Comics Festival is Europe's
best-known comics festival. Hong Kong artists first made a major impact at
the festival in 2011, when the "Kaleidoscope" exhibition on the history of
Hong Kong comics since the 1960s and the participation of a group of comic
artists and publishers put Hong Kong comics in the spotlight. This year was
the sixth time HKAC represented Hong Kong comic artists and professionals at
the Festival.

CreateHK is the dedicated agent of the HKSAR Government to drive the
development of the creative economy. The Comix Home Base was therefore
established to provide an exchange platform for new talent in comics and
animations.

After its first leg in France, OUAT! Hong Kong Comics Touring Exhibition
will be held at Comix Home Base in Hong Kong in August 2019.
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