Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority (HA) is closely
monitoring the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the
occupancy rate in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued
daily for public information. Details are in the appended table.

In addition, the weekly bulletin "Surge in Brief" (appended) will be
issued every Thursday to illustrate the four-week trend of key service
statistics in public hospitals. "Surge in Brief" can be accessed in the HA
Winter Surge designated webpage (www.ha.org.hk/goto/wintersurge/en).

Red flag hoisted at Clear Water Bay
Second Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:
Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:
Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (January
31) that due to big waves, the red flag has been hoisted at Clear Water Bay
Second Beach in Sai Kung District. Beach-goers are advised not to swim at the
beach.

Fatal traffic accident in Tsuen Wan

Police are investigating a fatal traffic accident in Tsuen Wan this
afternoon (January 30) in which a 6l-year-old man died.

At about 4.44pm, a heavy goods vehicle (HGV) driven by a 54-year-old
man, a light goods vehicle (LGV) driven by a 58-year-old man, a medium goods
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vehicle (MGV) driven by a 63-year-old man and an MGV driven by a 6l-year-old
man were travelling along Tsing Long Highway towards Kowloon. When
approaching the exit of Tai Lam Tunnel, an HGV driven by a 41l-year-old man
reportedly collided with the MGV driven by the 61l-year-old man.

The 61l-year-old MGV driver was trapped inside the compartment and
rescued by firemen. Sustaining chest injuries, he was sent to Yan Chai
Hospital in unconscious state and was certified dead at 5.55pm.

The 41-year-old HGV driver and a 68-year-old male passenger sustained
slight injuries. They were sent to Yan Chai Hospital in conscious state.

The 41-year-old HGV driver was arrested for dangerous driving causing
death and is being detained for further enquiries.

Investigation by the Special Investigation Team of Traffic, New
Territories South is underway.

Anyone who witnessed the accident or has any information to offer is
urged to contact the investigating officers on 3661 1300 or 3661 1348.

LegCo Blood Donation Day held
successfully (with photo)

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

The Legislative Council (LegCo) Blood Donation Day was successfully held
today (January 30) in the LegCo Complex. A total of 69 people took part in
this meaningful event, including 13 LegCo Members, 29 Members' staff members
and 27 LegCo Secretariat staff members.

The mobile blood collection team of the Hong Kong Red Cross Blood
Transfusion Service set up a temporary station in the Dining Hall of the
LegCo Complex from 1l@am to 5pm today to facilitate blood donation.

Members participating in the event included Mr Paul Tse, Ms Claudia
Mo, Mr Charles Peter Mok, Dr Fernando Cheung, Mr Ip Kin-yuen, Mr Ho Kai-
ming, Mr Wilson Or, Dr Pierre Chan, Mr Chan Chun-ying, Ms Tanya Chan, Mr Hui
Chi-fung, Mr Jeremy Tam and Mr Gary Fan.

For more photos of the LegCo Blood Donation Day, please visit the LegCo
Website
(app.legco.gov.hk/PhotoGallery/english/PhotoSlider.aspx?category=705&term=201
6).
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CHP investigates case of severe
paediatric influenza A infection and
outbreak of upper respiratory tract
infection at RCHE in Kwai Tsing

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
is today (January 30) investigating a case of severe paediatric influenza A
infection and an outbreak of upper respiratory tract infection (URI) at a
residential care home for the elderly (RCHE) in Kwai Tsing.

The paediatric case involves a 16-year-old girl with good past health,
who has presented with fever, cough and sore throat since January 28. She
attended the Accident and Emergency Department of Pok 0i Hospital for medical
attention on January 29. She was first transferred to the paediatric
intensive care unit of Tuen Mun Hospital and then transferred to the
intensive care unit of Queen Mary Hospital today for further management. Her
nasopharyngeal swab tested positive for influenza A (H3) virus upon
laboratory testing. The clinical diagnosis was influenza A infection
complicated with severe pneumonia. She is now in a critical condition.

Initial enquiries revealed that the patient had received seasonal
influenza vaccination (SIV) for the current season and had no travel history
during the incubation period. Her home contacts have remained asymptomatic so
far.

The outbreak of URI at the RCHE in Kwai Tsing affected 11 female
residents aged 72 to 106, as well as 10 female staff members, who have
developed URI symptoms including fever, cough, sore throat and runny nose
since January 7. All of them sought medical attention. Among them, two
required hospitalisation. One of them passed away and the other one was
discharged following treatment. All patients are now in stable condition. The
nasopharyngeal swabs of two patients tested positive for rhinovirus upon
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laboratory testing.

Officers of the CHP have conducted a site visit and advised the RCHE to
adopt necessary infection control measures against respiratory tract
infections. The RCHE has been placed under medical surveillance.

"While the percentage that tested positive for seasonal influenza viruses
among the respiratory specimens received by the CHP's Public Health
Laboratory Services Branch has slightly decreased in the past week, we expect
that the local influenza activity may remain at an elevated level for some
time. We urge the community to continue heightening its vigilance against
seasonal influenza. As young children are particularly affected in this
influenza season, we appeal to parents who have not yet arranged vaccination
for their children in this season to do so as soon as possible to strengthen
their personal protection," a spokesman for the DH said.

Apart from children, people aged 50 to 64 years, the elderly and those
with underlying illnesses who have not yet received influenza vaccination
this season are also urged to get vaccinated as early as possible to prevent
seasonal influenza as it takes about two weeks for antibodies to develop in
the body after vaccination. Medical advice should be sought promptly if
influenza-like symptoms develop so that appropriate treatment can be
initiated as early as possible to prevent potential complications. Parents
and carers are reminded to render assistance in prevention, care and control
for vulnerable people.

Besides receiving seasonal influenza vaccination as early as possible
for personal protection, the public should maintain good personal and
environmental hygiene for protection against influenza and other respiratory
illnesses. For more information, please visit the CHP's influenza page and
weekly Flu Express.
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