
Labour Department to hold occupational
health public talks

     The Labour Department (LD) will hold a public talk entitled "Infection
control in the workplace" on March 20 (Wednesday) for employees who may come
into contact with pathogenic bacteria and viruses in the workplace. The talk
will explain how micro-organisms enter the human body and affect people's
health. The concept of infection control in the workplace will also be
covered. It will be held at 3pm in Activity Room 1, G/F, Hong Kong Central
Library, 66 Causeway Road, Causeway Bay.
      
     The LD will hold another talk entitled "Prevention of lower limb
disorders" on March 28 (Thursday). The talk will introduce the symptoms,
treatment and preventive measures of common lower limb disorders including
plantar fasciitis, varicose veins and osteoarthritis of the knee.
Demonstration and practice of workplace exercise will also be included. It
will be held at 2.30pm in the lecture room of Fanling Occupational Health
Clinic (7/F, Fanling Health Centre, 2 Pik Fung Road, Fanling).
      
     Both talks will be given by the LD's occupational health nurse in
Cantonese. Admission is free. For enquiries or registration, please call 2852
4040.

Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority is closely monitoring
the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the occupancy
rate in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued daily for
public information. Details are in the appended table.
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Special traffic arrangements for race
meeting in Happy Valley

     Special traffic arrangements will be implemented in Happy Valley today
(March 13). The arrangements will come into effect one and a half hours
before the start of the first race and will last until the crowds have
dispersed after the race meeting.

A. Traffic arrangements before the commencement of the first race

1. Road closure
     
     Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-ramp
outside Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) will be closed except for vehicles
heading for Aberdeen Tunnel.

2. Traffic diversions

– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the up-ramp outside
HKJC will be re-routed one way northbound;
– Vehicles from eastbound Queen's Road East heading for Wan Chai and Happy
Valley will be diverted to turn left to Morrison Hill Road;
– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley will
be diverted via Sports Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Traffic along Queen's Road East cannot turn right to Wong Nai Chung Road
except for vehicles heading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Queen's Road East will be
diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover to
Morrison Hill Road to turn right at the junction of Wong Nai Chung Road and
Queen's Road East; and
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley or Racecourse
will be diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover
to Canal Road East, southbound Morrison Hill Road, Sports Road and Wong Nai
Chung Road.

B. Traffic arrangements before the conclusion of race meeting

1. Road closure
     
     The following roads will be closed from 35 minutes before the start of
the last race:

– The up-ramp on Wong Nai Chung Road outside HKJC leading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-ramp
leading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the Public Stands
of HKJC;
– Westbound Leighton Road between Wong Nai Chung Road and Canal Road East;
and
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– Southbound Morrison Hill Road between Leighton Road and Queen's Road East.

     In addition, southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between the up-ramp leading
to Aberdeen Tunnel and the Public Stands of HKJC will be closed from about 10
minutes before the start of the last race.

2. Traffic diversions

     The following traffic arrangements will be implemented from 35 minutes
before the start of the last race:

– Eastbound Queen's Road East at its junction with Morrison Hill Road will be
reduced to one-lane traffic heading for northbound Canal Road flyover;
– Vehicles from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Wan Chai will be diverted
via the down-ramp leading from Canal Road East, U-turn slip road beneath
Canal Road flyover, Canal Road West and Hennessy Road;
– Vehicles from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley will be
diverted via the down-ramp leading from Canal Road East, eastbound Leighton
Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Traffic on southbound Morrison Hill Road will be diverted to turn left to
eastbound Leighton Road;
– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley will
be diverted via eastbound Leighton Road and Wong Nai Chung Road; and
– Traffic along westbound Leighton Road will be diverted to Wong Nai Chung
Road.

C. Learner drivers prohibition

     Learner drivers will be prohibited to turn left from Caroline Hill Road
to Leighton Road between one and a half hours before the start of the first
race and one hour after the last race. In addition, learner drivers will be
prohibited from accessing the following roads within the above period of
time:

– Shan Kwong Road between Yik Yam Street and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Village Road between its upper and lower junctions with Shan Kwong Road;
– Percival Street between Hennessy Road and Leighton Road;
– Canal Road East; and
– The service road leading from Gloucester Road to Canal Road flyover.

D. Suspension of parking spaces

     Parking spaces on southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Sports Road and
Blue Pool Road will be suspended from 11am to 7pm during day racing, from
4.30pm to 11.59pm during evening racing, and from 5pm to 11.59pm during night
racing.

     Any vehicles found illegally parked within the precincts of the above
affected areas will be towed away without prior notice.

     Actual implementation of road closure and traffic diversion will be made
by the Police at the time depending on traffic conditions in the areas.
Motorists should exercise tolerance and patience, and follow the instructions



of Police on site.

Red flags hoisted at some beaches

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (March 13)
that due to big waves, red flags have been hoisted at Stanley Main Beach and
Big Wave Bay Beach in Southern District, Hong Kong Island; Clear Water Bay
Second Beach in Sai Kung District. Beach-goers are advised not to swim at
these beaches.

HKMPB delegation led by STH continues
visit to Denmark (with photos)

     The delegation of the Hong Kong Maritime and Port Board (HKMPB) led by
the Secretary for Transport and Housing, Mr Frank Chan Fan, continued their
visit to Denmark today (March 12, Copenhagen time).
 
     In the morning, Mr Chan and the delegation visited the Copenhagen
Business School (CBS) and its business in society platform, CBS Maritime, to
learn about the strategy, teaching and research of the school in nurturing
maritime talents.
 
     At around noon, Mr Chan attended a seminar-cum-luncheon jointly
organised by the HKMPB, the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC), the
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office, London (London ETO), and the Denmark-
Hong Kong Trade Association in which he delivered a speech to promote Hong
Kong's maritime industry and encourage collaboration between the two places.
 
     In the afternoon, Mr Chan and the delegation met with representatives
from Green Ship of the Future to understand its work in promoting the
research and development of maritime technology through public-private
partnership with a view to achieving the goal of zero emissions in the
maritime industry.
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     The delegation will tomorrow (March 13, Copenhagen time) head to Oslo
and begin their visit to Norway. Mr Chan will make a speech, giving an
account of the latest developments of the maritime industry in Hong Kong, at
a seminar-cum-reception jointly organised by the HKMPB, the HKTDC, London ETO
and the Norway-Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce.
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