
Hong Kong Observatory Open Day to be
held this weekend

     The annual Open Day of the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) will take place
on March 23 (Saturday) and March 24 (Sunday).
 
     Adopting the theme of this year's World Meteorological Day, "The Sun,
the Earth and the Weather", the exhibitions at the Open Day will introduce
information about space weather and showcase how the HKO applies the latest
technology to provide various services including weather forecasting,
aviation weather, microclimate monitoring and radiation monitoring.
 
     Apart from viewing the exhibits and playing at the game booths, visitors
will have the chance to take photographs with the Director of the HKO, Mr
Shun Chi-ming, and the HKO mascot, Dr Tin. TV weather presenters from the HKO
will also demonstrate hosting of TV weather programmes.
 
     Details of the Open Day are as follows:
 
Venue:
Hong Kong Observatory Headquarters (134A Nathan Road, Tsim Sha Tsui)
 
Time:
March 23 (Saturday)     Noon to 4.30pm
March 24 (Sunday)       10am to 4.30pm
 
     In anticipation of a large number of visitors, crowd control measures
with one-way flow will be implemented. Visitors should enter via the front
gate on Nathan Road and exit at the back gate on Observatory Road.
 
     For more information about the Open Day, please visit the HKO website
www.hko.gov.hk/openday/2019/indexe.htm.

Suspected case tests negative for
MERS-CoV

     The Centre for Health Protection of the Department of Health today
(March 20) reported that the suspected case of Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome (MERS) pending results yesterday (March 19), upon preliminary
testing, tested negative for MERS Coronavirus.
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Special traffic arrangements for race
meeting in Happy Valley

     Special traffic arrangements will be implemented in Happy Valley today
(March 20). The arrangements will come into effect one and a half hours
before the start of the first race and will last until the crowds have
dispersed after the race meeting.
     
A. Traffic arrangements before the commencement of the first race

1. Road closure

     Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-ramp
outside Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) will be closed except for vehicles
heading for Aberdeen Tunnel.

2. Traffic diversions

– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the up-ramp outside
HKJC will be re-routed one way northbound;
– Vehicles from eastbound Queen's Road East heading for Wan Chai and Happy
Valley will be diverted to turn left to Morrison Hill Road;
– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley will
be diverted via Sports Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Traffic along Queen's Road East cannot turn right to Wong Nai Chung Road
except for vehicles heading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Queen's Road East will be
diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover to
Morrison Hill Road to turn right at the junction of Wong Nai Chung Road and
Queen's Road East; and
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley or Racecourse
will be diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover
to Canal Road East, southbound Morrison Hill Road, Sports Road and Wong Nai
Chung Road.

B. Traffic arrangements before the conclusion of race meeting

1. Road closure
     
     The following roads will be closed from 35 minutes before the start of
the last race:

– The up-ramp on Wong Nai Chung Road outside HKJC leading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-ramp
leading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the Public Stands
of HKJC;
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– Westbound Leighton Road between Wong Nai Chung Road and Canal Road East;
and
– Southbound Morrison Hill Road between Leighton Road and Queen's Road East.
     
     In addition, southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between the up-ramp leading
to Aberdeen Tunnel and the Public Stands of HKJC will be closed from about 10
minutes before the start of the last race.

2. Traffic diversions

     The following traffic arrangements will be implemented from 35 minutes
before the start of the last race:

– Eastbound Queen's Road East at its junction with Morrison Hill Road will be
reduced to one-lane traffic heading for northbound Canal Road flyover;
– Vehicles from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Wan Chai will be diverted
via the down-ramp leading from Canal Road East, U-turn slip road beneath
Canal Road flyover, Canal Road West and Hennessy Road;
– Vehicles from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley will be
diverted via the down-ramp leading from Canal Road East, eastbound Leighton
Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Traffic on southbound Morrison Hill Road will be diverted to turn left to
eastbound Leighton Road;
– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley will
be diverted via eastbound Leighton Road and Wong Nai Chung Road; and
– Traffic along westbound Leighton Road will be diverted to Wong Nai Chung
Road.

C. Learner drivers prohibition

     Learner drivers will be prohibited to turn left from Caroline Hill Road
to Leighton Road between one and a half hours before the start of the first
race and one hour after the last race. In addition, learner drivers will be
prohibited from accessing the following roads within the above period of
time:
     
– Shan Kwong Road between Yik Yam Street and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Village Road between its upper and lower junctions with Shan Kwong Road;
– Percival Street between Hennessy Road and Leighton Road;
– Canal Road East; and
– The service road leading from Gloucester Road to Canal Road flyover.

D. Suspension of parking spaces

     Parking spaces on southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Sports Road and
Blue Pool Road will be suspended from 11am to 7pm during day racing, from
4.30pm to 11.59pm during evening racing, and from 5pm to 11.59pm during night
racing.

     Any vehicles found illegally parked within the precincts of the above
affected areas will be towed away without prior notice.



     Actual implementation of road closure and traffic diversion will be made
by the Police at the time depending on traffic conditions in the areas.
Motorists should exercise tolerance and patience, and follow the instructions
of Police on site.

Regional Traffic Day of Hong Kong
Island

     Police yesterday (March 19) held the Regional Traffic Day on the Hong
Kong Island to raise public awareness of road safety through stringent
enforcement actions.

     A total of 316 officers from Traffic Hong Kong Island and District
Traffic Teams of Eastern, Wan Chai, Central and Western Districts were
deployed to take enforcement actions at traffic black spots on the Hong Kong
Island.

     The operation resulted in the issue of 1,624 fixed penalty tickets and
54 summonses. Among the fixed penalty tickets and summonses issued, a total
of 1,448 fixed penalty tickets were issued for illegal parking and the rest
were for other traffic offences.

     Police figures revealed that a total of 450 traffic accidents involving
casualties occurred on the Hong Kong Island in the first two months of 2019,
of which involved 118 pedestrian injuries.

     Police will continue to take regular enforcement actions to ensure road
safety.

Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority is closely monitoring
the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the occupancy
rate in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued daily for
public information. Details are in the appended table.
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