Special traffic and transport
arrangements in So Kon Po and Causeway
Bay from this Friday to Sunday

The Transport Department (TD) today (April 2) reminded the public that
special traffic and transport arrangements will be implemented in So Kon Po
and Causeway Bay from this Friday (April 5) to Sunday (April 7), to
facilitate the holding of rugby matches at Hong Kong Stadium.

The special traffic and transport arrangements mainly include:

* From about 7.30am on April 5, and from about 7am on April 6 and 7, the
section of Caroline Hill Road northbound between Leighton Road and Cotton
Path, and parts of Hysan Avenue westbound, will be closed;

* From about 7.40pm on April 5, and from about 6.30pm on April 6 and 7,
Caroline Hill Road, Eastern Hospital Road, Eastern Hospital Road service
road, Cotton Path, parts of Tung Lo Wan Road northbound, Link Road and Hoi
Ping Road will be closed to facilitate the dispersal of spectators until the
crowd disperses and road closures are lifted;

* During the road closure periods, Citybus routes 5B, 37A, 75, 90 and 97, New
World First Bus route 8H, cross harbour routes 601, 678, 680, 680A, 680B,
680P, 936 and 936A, green minibus routes 14M, 26 and 30, and residents'
service route HR51 will be temporarily diverted;

* Free shuttle bus services will be operated from Hong Kong Stadium to
Central and MTR Admiralty Station daily after the event. Cross-harbour bus
route 117R will be operated from Hong Kong Stadium to Mong Kok after the
event on April 6 and 7; and

* On-street parking spaces and car parks within the road closure areas will
be suspended.

The TD anticipates that the traffic in the vicinity of So Kon Po and
Causeway Bay will be very congested. Motorists are advised to avoid driving
to the affected areas. In case of traffic congestion, they should exercise
tolerance and patience, and follow the instructions of the Police. Depending
on the actual traffic conditions in the areas, other ad-hoc traffic and
transport measures, including road closures, traffic diversion, alteration
and suspension of public transport services may be implemented by the Police.
Members of the public who plan to go to the affected areas are advised to
plan their routes early, allow more travelling time to cater for unexpected
delay, and use public transport services as far as possible.

The TD and the Police will closely monitor the traffic situation and
implement appropriate measures whenever necessary. Members of the public are
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advised to be alert to the latest traffic news broadcast via radio and
television.

Details of the special traffic and transport arrangements are now
available on the TD's website (www.td.gov.hk). For enquiries, please call
1823.

CHP investigates case of severe
paediatric influenza A infection

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
is today (April 2) investigating a case of severe paediatric influenza A
infection.

The case involves a 7-year-old girl with underlying illnesses, who has
presented with cough and runny nose since March 27. She attended the Accident
and Emergency Department at Queen Mary Hospital for medical attention on
March 29 and was admitted for management. She was transferred to the
Paediatric Intensive Care Unit of the hospital yesterday for further
management.

Her respiratory specimen tested positive for influenza A virus upon
laboratory testing. The clinical diagnosis was influenza A infection
complicated with severe pneumonia. She is now in a serious condition.

Initial enquiries revealed that the patient had no travel history during
the incubation period. Her parents, elder brother and domestic helper
developed upper respiratory tract infection symptoms recently and have sought
medical attention. They have been in a stable condition and no
hospitalisation is required.

The CHP's investigations are ongoing.

"The latest surveillance data showed that the local influenza activity
has further decreased to a level approaching the baseline. We urge the
community to continue heightening its vigilance against seasonal influenza.
As young children are particularly affected in this influenza season, we
appeal to parents who have not yet arranged vaccination for their children in
this season to do so as soon as possible to strengthen their personal
protection," a spokesman for the CHP said.

Apart from children, people aged 50 to 64 years, the elderly and those
with underlying illnesses who have not yet received influenza vaccination
this season are also urged to get vaccinated as early as possible to prevent
seasonal influenza as it takes about two weeks for antibodies to develop in
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the body after vaccination. Medical advice should be sought promptly if
influenza-like symptoms develop so that appropriate treatment can be
initiated as early as possible to prevent potential complications. Parents
and carers are reminded to render assistance in prevention, care and control
for vulnerable people.

Besides receiving seasonal influenza vaccination as early as possible
for personal protection, the public should maintain good personal and
environmental hygiene for protection against influenza and other respiratory
illnesses. For more information, please visit the CHP's influenza page and
weekly Flu Express.

HKSAR Government responds to US report

In response to the sections on Hong Kong as set out in the 2019 National
Trade Estimate (NTE) Report issued by the United States Trade Representative
last Friday (March 29), a Government spokesman made the following remarks
today (April 2):

The NTE Report made an inaccurate statement about Hong Kong due to its
misinterpretation of the World Trade Organization (WTO) requirement for
Members to submit Checklist of Issues replies to the WTO Committee on Customs
Valuation. Our Economic and Trade Offices in Washington and Geneva
immediately followed up with the relevant US authorities on April 1 to convey
our concerns over the inaccurate information and clarify that Hong Kong has,
since 1996, fulfilled its notification obligations under the WTO Customs
Valuation Agreement.

In point of fact, Hong Kong is a free port and does not impose any
customs duties on imported goods. We therefore do not have any laws,
regulations or administrative procedures for valuing goods for customs duties
purposes. In accordance with the relevant WTO agreement, Hong Kong has duly
made the relevant notifications to the WTO in 1996. As there has been no
change to our policy since, there is simply no need for Hong Kong to submit
further notifications to the WTO or reply to the Checklist of Issues which
concerns individual WTO Members' valuation systems for the collection of
customs duties.

As a founding member and staunch supporter of the WTO, Hong Kong takes
its obligations and rights seriously. We also attach great importance to
fulfilling the notification requirements under all WTO Agreements and
maintain a good track record of submitting timely notifications to the WTO.

On the other hand, we acknowledge the positive remarks made in the NTE
Report on Hong Kong's efforts in the protection of intellectual protection
rights (IPR). The Report recognises Hong Kong's robust IPR protection and
enforcement, our dedicated and effective enforcement capacity, our judicial
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system that supports enforcement efforts with deterrent fines and criminal
sentences, and our youth education programmes that discourage IPR-infringing
activities.

The NTE Report mentioned the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government's unsuccessful attempts to update our copyright system. That the
two amendment bills we introduced in 2011 and 2014 to reform the copyright
regime had not been approved by the Legislative Council reflects the
controversial nature of copyright issues, where it is difficult to achieve a
meeting of minds between the copyright owners and users. That has not
deterred our efforts to enhance our copyright regime as appropriate to meet
international standards. Our recent proposals to amend the Copyright
Ordinance to enhance the copyright exceptions for persons with a print
disability, so as to meet the standards under the Marrakesh Treaty, is a
testimony to our determination and efforts. On the enforcement front, the
Customs and Excise Department (C&ED) will continue to take rigorous
enforcement actions against online piracy, so as to protect the legitimate
interests of copyright owners.

As to the issue of counterfeit products mentioned in the NTE Report, as
any law enforcement agency could readily testify, combating effectively the
transnational flow of such products requires the joint and close
collaboration of various stakeholders and different jurisdictions. In this
regard, the C&ED has signed memoranda of co-operation with major courier
operators to strengthen co-operation with the express courier industry to
intercept infringing shipments. The C&ED will also continue to enhance its
co-operation with IP enforcement authorities in other jurisdictions,
including the US, in combating the transnational flow of infringing goods.

S for S speaks on proposed amendments
to Fugitive Offenders Ordinance and
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters Ordinance

Following is the transcript of remarks by the Secretary for Security, Mr
John Lee, at a media session after attending the Legislative Council (LegCo)
Panel on Security meeting at the LegCo Complex today (April 2):

Reporter: Secretary, does it mean that the Government would not consider
making the current proposal not retroactive? And secondly, do you have
anything to say to the Bar Association (Hong Kong Bar Association)'s
statement?
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Secretary for Security: The principle of surrender of fugitives, of course,
is in regard to a person who has committed a crime previously and that is the
reason why he tries to escape justice and becomes a fugitive. So obviously,
the Fugitive Offenders Ordinance is to deal with people who have committed a
crime previously. I think that is a very obvious principle that anybody can
understand. In the Bills Committee, of course we will be explaining all the
amendment proposals that the Government has made and answer any questions
that may arise. At that time, we will explain all the reasons, all the
purposes, and all the intentions.

Your second question?
Reporter: Do you have anything to add to the Bar Association's statement?

Secretary for Security: I respect opinions from everybody. But to me, it is a
fact that I cannot deal with, first of all, at present, the Taiwan murder
case because there is no law. The second factor is the surrender on a case
basis is full of matters that make it not practicable. So to me, it is a
loophole that I must plug. I respect, of course, other opinions, and that is
why at the Bills Committee, we will be explaining more to questions that will
be raised with my colleagues at the time.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Pet hospice services company in Kwail
Chung convicted for illegal
installation of cremators

A company providing pet hospice services in Kwai Chung, Goodbye Dear
Company Limited, was convicted and fined by Fanling Magistrates' Courts today
(April 2) for contravening the Air Pollution Control (Furnaces, Ovens and
Chimneys) (Installation and Alteration) Regulations. The company was fined
$10,000, plus a daily fine totalling $4,800, making a final total of $14,800,
for illegal installation of cremators for cremating pet carcasses.

In relation to air pollution caused by private companies providing pet
hospice services, the Environmental Protection Department (EPD) found a
crematorium for cremating pet carcasses installed in a pet hospice services
company in Wing Loi Industrial Building, 8-14 Wing Lap Street, during a
proactive inspection of the area in Kwai Chung in September last year. After
investigating and gathering evidence, the EPD confirmed that the total fuel
consumption rate of the cremators exceeded the statutory limit. Moreover, the
company had not obtained approval from the EPD before the installation of the
cremators as required by law. The EPD prosecuted the company involved under
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the Air Pollution Control (Furnaces, Ovens and Chimneys) (Installation and
Alteration) Regulations.

A spokesman reminded all pet hospice services organisations that they
should submit an application to the EPD and obtain approval from the
department prior to installing any furnaces (including pet cremators) with a
conventional liquid fuel consumption rate exceeding the exempted limit of 25
litres per hour in total. The organisations must adopt a proper design for
the furnace, air pollution control as well as exhaust systems that meet the
requirements of the department. Moreover, the relevant organisations must
adopt effective air pollution control equipment during operation to avoid
causing air pollution and nuisance to the public.

Offenders are liable to a maximum fine of $50,000 and a daily fine of
$500 may be imposed for a continuing offence.



