
CE meets Princess of Thailand (with
photo/video)

     The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, accompanied by the Convenor of the
Non-official Members of the Executive Council, Mr Bernard Chan, met with HRH
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn of Thailand and hosted a lunch for her at
Government House today (April 10). The Thai Ambassador to China, Mr Piriya
Khempon, and the Consul-General of Thailand in Hong Kong, Mr Asi Mamanee,
also attended the meeting.

     Mrs Lam welcomed Princess Sirindhorn's visit to Hong Kong to participate
in the Lui Che Woo Prize Council meeting. She said that the Lui Che Woo
Prize, set up by Hong Kong entrepreneur Dr Lui Che-woo in 2015 to award
individuals or organisations that have selflessly dedicated themselves to the
nurturing and enrichment of world civilisation, is very meaningful and that
she was the officiating guest of the prize presentation ceremony in her
capacity as Chief Executive in the past two years. She thanked Princess
Sirindhorn for her staunch support for the prize.

     Pointing out that Thailand is an important partner of Hong Kong, Mrs Lam
said she has visited Thailand three times since she took office, including
the trip to Thailand to officiate at the opening ceremony of the Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Office in Bangkok (Bangkok ETO) at the end of February.
She said she believes that with the establishment of the Bangkok ETO and
following the completion of the ratification process of the Free Trade
Agreement and the Investment Agreement signed between Hong Kong and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at the end of 2017, the
relations between Hong Kong and Thailand as well as ASEAN will be deepened
and more areas for collaboration will be explored.
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EMSD urges public to stop using five
models of extension units with
overheating safety risks (with photos)

     â€‹The Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) today (April
10) urged the public to stop using the following five models of extension
units:
 

Brand: Remax – Model: RU-S4 (Please refer to Photo 1);1.
Brand: LDNIO – Model: SC3301 (Please refer to Photo 2);2.
Brand: LDNIO – Model: SC3604 (Please refer to Photo 3);3.
No Brand Name – Model: ZGN-T06 (Please refer to Photo 4); and4.
No Brand Name – Model: ZGN-T08 (Please refer to Photo 5).5.

     The EMSD found that the above models of extension units do not comply
with the relevant safety requirements, in particular that the flexible cords
of all these models were undersized, posing overheating and fire hazard risks
to users. In addition, the plugs of extension units 2 to 5 above were not
fused according to the safety requirements. The EMSD reminds members of the
public not to purchase the above models of extension units, and is
investigating the source of these extension units for suitable follow-up
action.
 
     The EMSD reminds the public that they should purchase 13A extension
units with markings indicating compliance with the British Standard (BS
1363), and that the cross-sectional area of flexible cords is not less than
1.25 square millimetres (please refer to the example in photo 6). Members of
the public can refer to the website of the EMSD
(www.emsd.gov.hk/en/electricity_safety/registers/household_electrical_product
s_with_certificate/index.html)for brands and models of extension units
registered under the Voluntary Registration Scheme and issued with
Certificates of Safety Compliance. For enquiries, please check with the
retailers or suppliers of extension units, or contact the EMSD at 1823.
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HA extends measures to augment
manpower for service surge

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     The Hospital Authority Board today (April 10) approved the extension of
a manpower enhancement measure for the winter surge to increase the rate of
the Special Honorarium Scheme (SHS) allowance by 10 per cent up to May
31. Other enhancement measures being extended to cope with the persistent
high service demand include offering the rate for the respective senior
clinical ranks of senior staff (including Consultant Doctor, Association
Consultant Doctor and Advanced Practice Nurse) to enhance senior coverage,
and enhancing the nursing night shift support.
 
     The HA Chief Manager (Cluster Performance), Dr Ian Cheung, said, "Amid
the decreased seasonal influenza activity, the recent unpredictable weather
has triggered the unstable condition of the elderly patients with chronic
diseases and, hence, the occupancy rate of medical wards has remained over
100 per cent. The Accident and Emergency Departments also encountered a surge
in attendance after the extended holidays, coupled with the increase in
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suspected measles cases in the community, which has created additional staff
workload in the enhanced infection control and isolation measures."
 
     Dr Cheung said he anticipated that the service demand pressure will
remain heavy in the upcoming long holidays for Easter and Buddha's Birthday.
"By extending the aforementioned arrangements, alongside the flexibility of
the one-hour SHS sessions, more front-line staff are encouraged to
participate in the SHS and join hands in meeting the challenge of the service
surge," he said.
 
     "All the winter service surge measures will be enforced until May 31. I
would like to take the opportunity to express my heartfelt thanks again to
front-line colleagues for their dedication and commitment in taking care of
our patients," Dr Cheung added.

Update on measles cases

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
is today (April 10) investigating three additional cases of measles
infection.
 
     As at 4pm today, one case involving a worker at Hong Kong International
Airport (HKIA) was recorded. The 24-year-old man with good past health
developed fever since March 31 and rash since April 3. He consulted a general
practitioner (GP) on April 2 and attended the Accident and Emergency
Department (AED) at Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH) on April 3 and was
admitted for treatment. A laboratory test of his respiratory specimen was
positive for the measles virus. He has been in a stable condition and was
discharged from the hospital. He has reported to have measles vaccination and
had travelled to Japan during the incubation period but had no travel history
during the communicable period.
 
     Meanwhile, the CHP is investigating two other cases of measles
infection. The second case involves a 2-year-old girl with good past health,
who developed fever since March 29 and rash since April 6. She was taken to a
GP on April 3 and 6 and attended the AED at Queen Mary Hospital (QMH) on
April 7 and was admitted for treatment. A laboratory test of her respiratory
specimen was positive for the measles virus. She has been in a stable
condition and was reported to have had measles vaccination. She had no travel
history during the incubation period or communicable period.

     The third case involves a 31-year-old man with good past health, who
developed fever since April 1 and rash since April 3. He sought medical
attention at Hong Kong Baptist Hospital on April 3 and then attended the AED
at QEH on the same day and was admitted for treatment. A laboratory test of
his respiratory specimen was positive for the measles virus. He has been in a
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stable condition and was discharged from the hospital. He has reported to
have measles vaccination and had travelled to Taiwan during the incubation
period but had no travel history during the communicable period.
 
     The patients reportedly did not have contact with measles patients
during the incubation period. Their home contacts have remained asymptomatic
so far and have been put under medical surveillance.
 
â€‹     Upon notification of the cases, the CHP immediately commenced
epidemiological investigations and conducted relevant contact tracing.
Investigations are ongoing. The public places the patients visited during the
communicable period are listed in the appendix.

     "The incubation period (the period from infection to appearance of
illness) of measles ranges from seven days to 21 days. Members of the general
public who have visited the public places listed in the appendix during the
period should observe if they develop relevant symptoms, such as fever, skin
rash, cough, runny nose and red eyes in seven to 21 days (the medical
surveillance period). If symptoms arise, they should wear surgical masks,
stop going to work or school and avoid going to crowded places. They should
also avoid contact with non-immune persons, especially persons with weakened
immunity, pregnant women and children aged below 1. Those suspected to have
been infected are advised to seek medical attention as early as possible and
reveal relevant contact history of measles to healthcare professionals," a
spokesman for the DH said.

     Upon confirmation of the measles outbreak at HKIA, the DH has
implemented control measures at the airport including vaccination and blood
testing services. A total of 22 persons received measles vaccination at the
vaccination stations as at 6pm today, bringing the cumulative number of
vaccinations given to 8 027. Ninety-two blood samples have been collected
today. The DH will notify the participants individually of the serology
results. A hotline (2125 1122) has been set up for public enquiries and
operates from 9am to 5.45pm daily. As of 5pm today, the hotline had received
a total of 3 051 enquiries.

     From today to Friday (April 10 to 12), the vaccination quota for the
measles vaccination station at the airport remains at 500 doses daily.
Vaccination for eligible airport staff will be provided to the following
target groups:

(1) Born in or after 1967, and have not received two doses of measles
vaccination, and have not been infected with measles before, and with
evidence of living with infants under 1 year old or living with pregnant
women; or

(2) Have laboratory evidence of testing not positive against measles antibody
(IgG).

     Details of evidence are as follows:

(a) Supporting documents for living with infants under 1 year old: for



example birth certificate, discharge summary or vaccination card of the
infant

(b) Supporting documents for living with pregnant women: for example,
positive pregnancy tests or antenatal follow-up cards of the pregnant women

(c) Supporting documents for laboratory evidence: for example blood results
from the DH's measles serology test or any laboratory within the past 12
months

     The venue and operation hours of the airport vaccination station are as
follows:
 

Venue:

Multi-function
Room, HKIA
Tower (Level
5, Terminal 2)

Hours:
April 10 to 12
10am to 1pm
2pm to 6pm

     As for the blood test service, the DH will continue with the provision
of a measles serology test service for airport staff to identify those who
need the measles vaccination. From today to Friday (April 10 to 12), the DH
will provide blood test service daily to around 100 airport staff who were
born in or after 1967, with priority to be given to staff belonging to target
group (1).

     The venue and operation hours of the airport blood test station are as
follows: 
 

Venue:

South side
before the
Immigration
Hall at Level 3
of Terminal 2
(non-restricted
area)

Hours:
April 10 to 12
10am to 1pm
2pm to 6pm
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paediatric influenza A infection and
outbreak of upper respiratory tract
infection at kindergarten-cum-child
care centre in Kowloon Tong

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (April 10) investigating a case of severe paediatric influenza A
infection and an outbreak of upper respiratory tract infection (URI) at a
kindergarten-cum-child care centre in Kowloon Tong.

     The severe paediatric case involves a 27-day-old baby girl with good
past health, who has presented with runny nose since April 7 and developed
fever and cough yesterday (April 9). She was taken to the Accident and
Emergency Department at Prince of Wales Hospital for medical attention
yesterday and was admitted today for management. She was subsequently
transferred to the Paediatric Intensive Care Unit of the hospital for further
management.
 
     Her nasopharyngeal aspirate tested positive for influenza A virus upon
laboratory testing. The clinical diagnosis was influenza A infection
complicated with severe pneumonia. She is now in a serious condition.
 
     Initial enquiries revealed that the patient had no travel history during
the incubation period. Her father developed cough and runny nose recently and
has sought medical attention. He is in a stable condition and no
hospitalisation is required. Her other home contacts have remained
asymptomatic so far.

     The URI outbreak at the kindergarten-cum-child care centre in Kowloon
Tong affected nine boys and 11 girls aged 2 to 3, who have developed URI
symptoms including runny nose, cough and sore throat since March 26. Thirteen
of them sought medical attention and one has been discharged upon
hospitalisation. All patients are in a stable condition.
 
     The nasopharyngeal swab of the child admitted to hospital tested
positive for human metapneumovirus (hMPV) upon laboratory testing.
 
     "hMPV can cause acute respiratory tract infections in all ages. Persons
with hMPV infection can present with symptoms of varying severity, such as
fever, cough, difficulty in breathing or shortness of breath. Some children
may also present with otitis media, diarrhoea, vomiting, rash and febrile
convulsion. In adults, hMPV usually causes mild disease characterised by
cough, hoarseness, runny nose and sputum production," a spokesman for the CHP
explained.

     Officers of the CHP have conducted a site visit and advised the school
to adopt necessary infection control measures against respiratory tract
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infections. The centre has been placed under medical surveillance.
 
     "Although the winter influenza season has ended, members of the public
aged 6 months or above who have not yet received seasonal influenza
vaccination in the 2018-19 season can still receive it for personal
protection against seasonal influenza," the spokesman said.
 
     "Meanwhile, the public should continue to adopt strict personal, hand
and environmental hygiene practices against respiratory illnesses and other
infectious diseases," the spokesman added.
 
     The public may visit the CHP's influenza page and weekly Flu Express for
more information.
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