Effective Exchange Rate Index

The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Thursday,
April 11, 2019 is 103.4 (down 0.1 against yesterday's index).

FS promotes I&T co-operation in San
Francisco (with photos)

The Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, today (April 10, US West Coast
time) began his itinerary in San Francisco, the United States, and met with
senior management of different innovation and technology (I&T) companies to
promote I&T co-operation between Hong Kong and the US.

This morning, Mr Chan discussed the latest development trends of
automation and artificial intelligence (AI) with the senior management of
Automation Anywhere, a robotic process automation software developer company.
With offices in various cities globally, this company offers services to help
different industries to improve operational efficiency through automation.

He said that the Hong Kong Government has devoted resources to take
advantage of the convenience and the huge opportunities brought about by the
development of AI and robotic technologies.

Apart from allocating $10 billion to the Hong Kong Science and
Technology Parks Corporation (HKSTP) to enhance support for its tenants and
incubatees, it has provided funding of $10 billion to establish two
innovative clusters in the Science Park, which focus on healthcare
technologies as well as AI and robotics technologies, he added. He encouraged
the company to further enhance collaboration with local industry players.

Over a lunch with representatives of major venture capitalists in
Silicon Valley, Mr Chan gave an overview of the financial and professional
support to start-ups at different stages of their development, listing regime
of Hong Kong that attracts the new economy sector and the initiatives to
attract private equity funds to set up and operate in Hong Kong.

Noting Hong Kong’'s fast growing start-up community currently has more
than 2,600 companies, Mr Chan said they are welcome to go to Hong Kong for
investment opportunities.

He then visited NVIDIA for an update on the recent developments of the
application of AI. The company is one of the technology partners involved in
setting up the Data Analytics Platform with the HKSTP to help enhancing data
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development in Hong Kong and drive smart city development.

In addition, Mr Chan met with the top management of AutoX, a developer
of autonomous driving technology, and deepened his understanding of the
latest developments of the technology.

Given that the founder is a graduate of the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology, Mr Chan encouraged him and his company to take part
in promoting smart city development in Hong Kong.

Mr Chan then paid a courtesy call on the Consul General of the People's
Republic of China in San Francisco, Mr Wang Donghua.

He will continue his itinerary tomorrow (April 11, US West Coast time).
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Vacancy in Yuen Long District Council

The Government declared by notice in the Gazette today (April 11) the
vacancy of an elected seat in the Yuen Long District Council San Tin
Constituency.

In accordance with section 26(c) of the District Councils Ordinance (Cap
547), the office of Mr Man Kwong-ming, an elected member of the Yuen Long
District Council San Tin Constituency, has become vacant since March 8, 2019.

Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority (HA) is closely
monitoring the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the
occupancy rate in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued
daily for public information. Details are in the appended table.

In addition, the weekly bulletin "Surge in Brief" (appended) is issued
every Thursday to illustrate the past month's trends of key service
statistics in public hospitals. "Surge in Brief" can be accessed in the HA

Winter Surge designated webpage (www.ha.org.hk/goto/wintersurge/en).
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Re-opening of Government Secretariat
Tender Box

The Government Secretariat Tender Box (GSTB) located at G/F, East Wing,
Central Government Offices, Tamar, which was previously closed, has been re-
opened to receive tenders for the Central Tender Board.

Tenders must be deposited in the tender box as specified in the tender
notice (Specified Tender Box) before the specified tender closing time. Late
tenders and tenders not deposited in the Specified Tender Box will not be
processed.

For enquiries, please call 2810 2401 between 9am and 6pm from Mondays to
Fridays (except public holidays).
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