
Speech by FS at THE ONE Award Gala
Dinner (English only)

     Following is the speech by the Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, at the
THE ONE Award Gala Dinner today (May 8):

David (Founder and Global Chair of THE ONE Humanitarian Award, Dr David
Harilela), Mr Wong (Co-Chairman of THE ONE International Humanitarian Award,
Mr Peter Wong) , Mr Fong (Co-Chairman of THE ONE International Humanitarian
Award, Mr Eugene Fong), Mr Fung (Chairman of THE ONE Hong Kong Humanitarian
Award, Mr H W Fung), distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

     Good evening.

     It gives me great pleasure to be part of tonight's award presentation
ceremony, to salute the selfless contributions of the six individuals
nominated for THE ONE Hong Kong and THE ONE International Humanitarian
Awards.

     For these awards and the great good they have done, and continue to do,
here in Hong Kong and all over the world, I am grateful to Rotary
International District 3450.  Embracing Hong Kong, Macao, Guangdong Province
and Mongolia, this sprawling Rotary District has organised THE ONE
International Humanitarian Award since 2012, when it was founded by David who
was the then District Governor. The District then expanded its admirable
efforts, establishing THE ONE Hong Kong Humanitarian Award in 2015.

     The Rotary motto is "Service Above Self". As a past president of the
Rotary Club of Kowloon, I know it well, know that it lies at the heart of
these Awards – and the individuals we honour this evening.

     They are society's unsung heroes, working tirelessly to better the lives
of all those in need. 

     I've read the profiles, and the stories, of the six finalists. While
they come from a variety of backgrounds, they share essential commonalities.
They are ordinary people who, day after day, do extraordinary things. And
they do them not for fame or fortune, but from a deep well of compassion, an
inextinguishable desire to make a difference.

     The Awards echo with the commitment of the Hong Kong SAR Government to
build a caring and inclusive society, to enhance the livelihood of the people
of Hong Kong, especially our disadvantaged and vulnerable.

     That goal drives our recurrent expenditure for social welfare, which
exceeds $84 billion this fiscal year. That's more than 19 per cent of our
total estimated recurrent expenditure and represents a 55 per cent increase
as compared with the figure five years ago.

     We can't, of course, do it alone. The way forward is a community-
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business-government collaboration, working together to address changing
societal needs and issues collectively. 

     A good example of that is the Community Investment and Inclusion Fund,
which implements a variety of community development projects.

     And the Partnership Fund for the Disadvantaged provides matching grants
for business donations in support of a wide range of social service projects.

     Then there's the Child Development Fund, which promotes cross-sector
collaboration among Government, families and the business sector. The
laudable goal here is to stem the tide of inter-generational poverty.

     With your support and encouragement, we hope the above programmes can
make a difference for our underprivileged. Can make Hong Kong a community we
are all proud to call home.

     Rotary International District 3450 is also making that difference
through THE ONE Humanitarian Awards. And I am proud to know that the spirit
of "Service Above Self" is alive and flourishing here in Hong Kong.

     My sincere thanks, as well, to the many donors involved in THE ONE for
their generous and continuing support.

     My congratulations and heartfelt thanks to the winners and finalists of
this year's THE ONE Hong Kong and THE ONE International, for bringing hope
and love to the lives of so many people. In doing so, you light the way for
us all. And in that, I am reminded of the following, from Mother Teresa, and
I quote: "Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with
great love."

     I wish you all the most memorable evening. Thank you.

Kowloon West Cluster announces a
serious untoward event

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     The spokesperson for Kowloon West Cluster (KWC) announced a serious
untoward event today (May 8) as below:

     A 69-year-old male patient attended Accident and Emergency Department
(AED) of the Caritas Medical Centre (CMC) for lower limb weakness on April
25. He was diagnosed with myocardial infarction upon admission to the Medical
Ward. Anticoagulant was prescribed for the patient. The patient developed
stroke symptoms soon afterwards. Emergency computed tomography scan of the
brain showed cerebral infarct. After discussing with the relatives and with
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their agreement, the patient was escorted by healthcare staff to Princess
Margaret Hospital (PMH) for further assessment.

     Upon arrival at PMH AED, the patient was assessed by healthcare staff,
with documentation of relevant diagnosis and treatment received in CMC.  As
the patient has symptoms of stroke, further assessment for intravenous
thrombolytic therapy by the stroke team was immediately arranged. Intravenous
thrombolytic therapy proceeded after reviewing the computer tomography scan
of the brain by the stroke team.  During the infusion of thrombolytic drug,
the team noted that the patient had received anticoagulant for myocardial
infarction within 24 hours and immediately stopped the infusion right away to
prevent escalating the risk of haemorrhage.

     The patient developed a haemorrhagic transformation of the cerebral
infarct, subsequently deteriorated and also developed a pneumonia.  He
finally succumbed on May 5. 

     KWC is very concerned about the incident and has had ongoing discussions
with the patient's family, and provided support as necessary. The case has
been referred to the Coroner and was reported to the Hospital Authority Head
Office (HAHO) as a Serious Untoward Event. A root cause analysis panel will
be set up for investigation. The report will be submitted to HAHO in eight
weeks.

Correctional officers stop assault on
remand person in custody

     Correctional officers stopped a remand person in custody from assaulting
another remand person in custody at Lai Chi Kok Reception Centre today (May
8).
      
     At around 9.50am today, a 21-year-old male person in custody attacked
another 29-year-old male person in custody outside the shower room. Officers
at the scene immediately stopped the assailant.
      
     The victim sustained head injury. After examination and treatment by the
medical officer of the institution hospital, he was transferred to a public
hospital for further treatment.
      
     The case has been reported to the Police for investigation.
      
     The assailant was remanded for the offence of robbery.
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Hospital Authority Welcomes Internship
Exemption Arrangement

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     The Hospital Authority (HA) welcomes the decision of the Medical Council
of Hong Kong (MCHK) to exempt the internship arrangement of non-locally
trained specialist doctors today (May 8). The exemption should be conducive
to attracting more non-locally trained doctors to join the local healthcare
system.

     "There are currently 12 non-locally trained doctors working in public
hospitals to relieve the manpower pressure in the specialties of Anaesthesia,
Cardiothoracic Surgery, Emergency Medicine, Family Medicine, Internal
Medicine and Radiology.  HA will also submit limited registration
applications to MCHK later this week for another five non-locally trained
doctors and for two renewal applications," the spokesperson said.

     The overseas recruitment of non-locally trained doctor has been
progressing well so far and will be continued. At the moment, there are 14
non-locally trained doctors who have been assessed to be eligible for the
recruitment exercise considered suitable for appointment after interviews by
user departments.  All the applicants have fulfilled related qualification
requirements recognised by the constituent Colleges of the Hong Kong Academy
of Medicine, and they all have license to practise in their respective
countries. HA will submit limited registration applications for non-locally
trained doctors by batches according to their intended date of reporting
duty.

     Since April this year, HA has expanded the scope of limited registration
recruitment scheme to all specialties at the rank of Service Resident, and to
recruit non-locally trained specialists at the rank of Associate Consultant
in eight specialties (Anaesthesia, Anatomical Pathology, Cardiothoracic
Surgery, Otorhinolaryngology, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Ophthalmology,
Radiology and Nuclear Medicine) which face significant shortage of
specialists.

     HA will continue to recruit non-locally trained doctors through limited
registration and will liaise with related stakeholders to discuss and enhance
the recruit scheme in order to attract dedicated non-locally trained doctors
to serve public hospital relieving manpower shortage in public health sector.
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Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
dangerous drugs (with photo)

     Hong Kong Customs seized a batch of suspected dangerous drugs weighing
about 11.8 kilograms in total as well as a batch of drug packaging
paraphernalia with an estimated market value of about $10.2 million at Hong
Kong International Airport and Tsuen Wan on May 1 and yesterday (May 7).

     Customs officers inspected a parcel arriving in Hong Kong from Spain on
May 1 and seized about 3 kilograms of suspected ketamine inside the parcel.

     After follow-up investigation, Customs officers yesterday (May 7)
arrested a woman suspected to be in connection with the case in Tsuen Wan.
Also seized at a residential premises in the district were suspected liquid
cocaine weighing about 8.8 kg, a small amount of suspected ketamine and a
batch of drug packaging paraphernalia.

     The arrested woman, aged 43, has been charged with three counts of
trafficking in a dangerous drug. She will appear at West Kowloon Magistrates'
Courts tomorrow (May 9).

     Customs will maintain close contact with Hongkong Post and the logistics
industries to step up action against drug trafficking through postal parcels
or express courier channels.

     Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is
a serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5
million and life imprisonment.

     Members of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-
reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).
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