Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
cocaine (with photo)

Hong Kong Customs yesterday (June 30) seized about 440 grams of
suspected cocaine with an estimated market value of about $500,000 at Hong
Kong International Airport.

A female passenger arrived in Hong Kong from Johannesburg, South
Africa yesterday. During customs clearance, a packet of suspected cocaine was
found on her. She was then arrested.

Subsequently, the woman was escorted to hospital for examination and she
further discharged a batch of suspected cocaine.

The arrested woman, aged 28, has been charged with one count of
trafficking in a dangerous drug. The case will be brought up at West Kowloon
Magistrates' Courts tomorrow (July 2).

Under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, trafficking in a dangerous drug is
a serious offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $5
million and life imprisonment.

Member of the public may report any suspected drug trafficking
activities to Customs' 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-

reporting email account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).

Public services in LegCo Complex
suspended

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:
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The Legislative Council (LegCo) Secretariat announced today (July 1)
that all guided tours and services to the public in the LegCo Complex,
including the service of the Public Complaints Office and visits to the LegCo
Library, Archives and Children's Corner, are suspended until further notice.

Government responds to July 1
procession

In response to the procession today (July 1), a government spokesman
noted that the procession was conducted in a peaceful and rational manner.
The Government always respects the public's freedoms and rights of assembly,
procession and expression. It also understands that people have different
views on Government policies. As a free and pluralistic society, Hong Kong
embodies rationalism, inclusiveness, harmony and diversity. The people of
Hong Kong are proud of such cores values.

"The Government clearly understands that members of the public have
concerns and doubts about the proposed amendments to the Fugitive Offenders
Ordinance, and has put a stop to the legislative amendment exercise. The bill
will lapse after the current term of the Legislative Council ends in July
next year," the spokesman said.

The spokesman reiterated that the Government had never taken a view on
the nature of the confrontation on June 12. Irrespective of how an incident
is defined by any person, it would not affect the Department of Justice (DoJ)
in discharging its prosecutorial duties impartially.

The spokesman said that according to the press statement released by the
Independent Police Complaints Council (IPCC) on June 27, the Chairman of the
IPCC, Dr Anthony Francis Neoh, has "recommended to Members of the IPCC that
the IPCC should proactively undertake a study of the recent Public Order
Events in performance of its statutory functions. As internal consultations
are still taking place and the website is being revamped to facilitate the
proposed study, the IPCC aims to give a full account of what it proposes to
do in the near future".

Today, some protesters confronted Police from morning until night. They
charged Police cordon lines and disrupted public order, causing serious
impact on public safety. This evening, some radical protesters stormed the
Legislative Council Complex with extreme violence. These protesters seriously
jeopardised the safety of police officers and members of the public. Such
violent acts are unacceptable to society.

The HKSAR Government strongly condemns such acts, and protesters should
stop violent acts immediately.
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CGO will be temporarily closed
tomorrow

Owing to security consideration, the Tamar Central Government Offices
(CGO) will be temporarily closed tomorrow (July 2).

Staff working in the CGO should not go to the workplace and should work
in accordance with the contingency plans of their respective bureaux or
departments. All visits to the CGO will be postponed or cancelled.

Cancellation of LegCo committee
meetings

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

The meetings of the Legislative Council (LegCo) Joint Subcommittee on
Issues Relating to the Regulation of Devices and Development of the Beauty
Industry and LegCo Panel on Environmental Affairs scheduled for tomorrow
(July 2) at 2.30pm and 4.30pm respectively have been cancelled.
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