
Regional flag day today

     Three charities have been issued Public Subscription Permits to hold
flag sales from 7am to 12.30pm today (July 13). They are, on Hong Kong
Island, Hong Kong Air Cadet Corps; in Kowloon, Kwun Tong Resident
Association; and in the New Territories, Hong Kong Women Development
Association Limited, a spokesman for the Social Welfare Department (SWD)
said.

     Arrangements have been made with the charities to help people
distinguish between the three flag-selling activities.

     Information on the three flag-selling organisations on July 13 is as
follows:
 

Region Name of
Organisation

Colour of
Collection Bag Colour of Flag

Hong Kong Island Hong Kong Air
Cadet Corps Blue Blue

Kowloon
Kwun Tong
Resident
Association

Orange Orange

New Territories

Hong Kong Women
Development
Association
Limited

Red Beige

     For enquiries, please call the SWD's hotline at 2343 2255, or the
designated hotline of the 1823 Call Centre at 3142 2678. Information on flag
days is available at the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_whatsnew) and the GovHK portal
(www.gov.hk/en/theme/fundraising/search). Permits for flag days containing
contact information of the flag-selling organisations and information on the
approved flag-selling activities have also been uploaded to the SWD's website
(www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/site_pubsvc/page_controlofc/sub_recentlyap). For
enquiries about the detailed flag-selling arrangements, please contact the
individual flag-selling organisations.

     Details of the charitable fund-raising activities covered by the Public
Subscription Permit issued by the SWD have also been uploaded to the GovHK
website (www.gov.hk/fundraising).

     In the case of suspected fraudulent flag day activities, people should
not make any donation and should immediately report the matter to the Police,
the spokesman added.
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Joint operation by Hong Kong Customs
and Department of Health to combat
counterfeit vaccines (with photos)

     Hong Kong Customs and the Department of Health (DH) conducted a joint
operation and raided a medical centre in Kwun Tong on July 10. A total of 76
boxes of suspected counterfeit vaccines and 47 boxes of vaccines containing
Part I poison with an estimated market value of about $280,000 in total were
seized.

     The DH earlier received a complaint alleging the use of a suspected
problematic human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine by a medical centre, which may
also involve counterfeit products. After receiving the DH's referral, Customs
conducted a preliminary investigation with the assistance of the trademark
owner. Officers from Customs and the DH conducted joint enforcement action on
July 10 and raided a medical centre located at a commercial building in Kwun
Tong where the batch of suspected counterfeit vaccines and vaccines
containing Part I poison were seized.

     A 49-year-old male director and a 33-year-old male staff member of the
medical centre were arrested.

     Investigations by Customs and the DH are ongoing.

     The Head of the Intellectual Property Investigation Bureau of the
Customs and Excise Department, Mr Kwan Kin-keung, and the Chief Pharmacist of
the DH, Mr Lot Chan, said at a press conference today (July 12) that Customs
and the DH will continue to step up enforcement to combat counterfeit
vaccines.

     Customs reminds consumers to select reputable medical centres with care
and verify with the trademark owners or their authorised agents if the
authenticity of a vaccine is in doubt. Customs also reminds medical centres
to be cautious and prudent in merchandising of vaccines since the possession
of counterfeit goods for any trade or business is a serious crime and
offenders are liable to criminal sanctions.

     The DH urged members of the public who have felt unwell after receiving
HPV vaccines to seek advice from healthcare professionals. According to the
recommendation of the World Health Organization, the primary target group for
cervical cancer vaccination is young women aged 9 to 14 years prior to
becoming sexually active. Members of the public who have doubt on whether
they should vaccinate or receive booster vaccines are advised to consult
healthcare professionals. In addition, registered healthcare professionals
should only procure registered pharmaceutical products from licensed
wholesale dealers.
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     Under the Trade Descriptions Ordinance, any person who sells or
possesses for sale any goods with a forged trademark commits an offence. The
maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $500,000 and imprisonment for
five years.

     â€‹Under the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance, any person who possesses
any poison included in Part 1 of the Poisons List other than in accordance
with provisions commits an offence. The maximum penalty upon conviction is a
fine of $100,000 and imprisonment for two years.

    

Speech by CS at French National Day
2019 reception (English only) (with
photos)

     Following is the speech by the Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr
Matthew Cheung Kin-chung, at the French National Day 2019 reception today
(July 12).
 
Consul General (Consul General of France in Hong Kong and Macau, Mr Alexandre
Giorgini), Commissioner Song (Deputy Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the People's Republic of China in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, Mr Song Ru'an), ladies and gentlemen,
 
     Good evening. I am most honoured to join you all this evening to
celebrate the French National Day. This year also marks the 55th anniversary
of diplomatic ties between France and China. With French President Macron
visiting Mainland China last year and President Xi visiting France this
March, the bilateral relations between the two nations will expand further
and create boundless opportunities for business and people of both sides.
 
     Hong Kong's strategic location at the centre of Asia, our status as an
international financial centre, our deep pool of professional talents and our
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extensive international trade networks make Hong Kong an ideal partner of
French businesses to jointly tap the vast market offered by our motherland.
That is why more than 9 per cent of the total merchandise trade between
France and Mainland China last year was routed through Hong Kong. Last year,
that added up to US$5.6 billion.
 
     Indeed, Hong Kong and France have all along enjoyed a splendid bilateral
relationship. France is Hong Kong's fourth largest trading partner in the
European Union and 16th largest merchandise trading partner in the world.
Last year, our bilateral trade reached US$11.3 billion, representing an
increase of 2.4 per cent over 2017.
 
     French wine has certainly acted as an active catalyst for such a buoyant
relationship. It accounted for 65 per cent of our total wine imports last
year. In value, French wine imports realised more than US$1 billion,
representing nearly 10 per cent year-on-year growth.
 
     Beyond food and beverage companies, luxury fashion and retailing,
banking and finance, transport and logistics, pharmaceuticals, technology,
insurance and many other French sectors and industries are thriving here.
Indeed, more than 600 French companies call Hong Kong home. Among them, some
170 have chosen Hong Kong as the base of their regional headquarters or
regional offices.
 
     Our links are not confined to trade and business. Currently, the 20 000-
strong French community in Hong Kong is the largest in Asia. French culture
has already become a part of Hong Kong's cosmopolitan culture. Just over two
weeks ago, Le French May successfully completed another festive season in
Hong Kong. Some 700 000 people attended more than 120 arts and cultural
events brought to brilliant life by 350 performers from France, Hong Kong and
Macao during this annual cultural highlight in Asia's world city.
 
     The innovative spirit of France, as the Consul General highlighted, is
alive and flourishing in Hong Kong. In March 2016, French Tech Hong Kong, the
official online hub of the French tech ecosystem, was launched in Hong Kong
to facilitate access by French entrepreneurs to the local ecosystem and make
the French tech community more visible on the Hong Kong tech scene. The
partnership in advancing science and technology collaboration is further
boosted by the tripartite partnership among the University of Hong Kong,
Institut Pasteur and Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation
established in June 2018 for setting up a joint biomedical research centre
for immunology, infection and personalised medicine.
 
     French companies are also active in innovation, technology and start-up
businesses in Hong Kong. The fourth edition of "So French So Innovative" was
successfully held in April this year to present top French companies with
international presence such as Schneider Electric, Suez and Renault, as well
as young small- and medium-size enterprises and start-ups, showcasing
expertise and dynamism in terms of "creative tech that works". In 2018, Hong
Kong recorded over 2 600 innovation and technology start-ups, an 18 per cent
increase over 2017. About 35 per cent of these start-ups are founded by



overseas entrepreneurs or returnees to Hong Kong. I am most pleased to note
that French entrepreneurs account for over 7 per cent of the total foreign
start-up founders in Hong Kong. I look forward to seeing more French
companies connect and excel in Hong Kong.
 
     French excellence is also evidenced by its quality education. The French
International School, which began in 1963, now counts four campuses with over
2 700 students in Hong Kong. Last November, the French Minister of State and
our Chief Executive jointly opened the new French International School in
Tseung Kwan O campus since they met at Airbus Helicopters in France in June
2018. The impressive new campus focuses on sustainable development in both
design and philosophy. 
 
     Ladies and gentlemen, we just celebrated the 22nd anniversary of the
establishment of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR). During
the past 22 years since Hong Kong returned to our motherland, Hong Kong has
experienced some changes, ups and downs, in the political, economic and
social spheres. Yet, Hong Kong has remained steadfast, stable and prosperous.
Backed by our country and open to the world, Hong Kong has continued to
leverage its unique advantages under "one country, two systems". Under "one
country", Hong Kong has benefited from the country's reform and opening up
and has enjoyed greater room for growth and development in social, economic
and livelihood areas. On "two systems", after our return to the motherland,
Hong Kong is still internationally recognised as one of the freest economies
in the world, with basic rights and freedoms of Hong Kong people fully
protected by the Basic Law. 
 
     As in the past, Hong Kong will weather any storm on the strength of our
people's energy, endurance and resourcefulness. The HKSAR Government is
determined to ensure that Government's future work will be closer and more
responsive to the aspirations, sentiments and opinions of the community in
order to reconnect with our people. Let us all work together to propel Hong
Kong forward and jealously safeguard Hong Kong's reputation as an
international metropolis of order, progress, stability and hope. I trust that
with the joint efforts of all quarters of society, including our French
community, Hong Kong will continue to thrive in the many years ahead.
 
     Please join me now in a toast. To the Republic of France, and to the
people of France, on your National Day. Thank you.



    

  

Special traffic arrangements in Sha
Tin

     Police will implement special traffic arrangements on July 14 (Sunday)
to facilitate a public order event to be held in Sha Tin.

     A public meeting will be held at Chui Tin Street Soccer Pitch in Tai Wai
at 2.30pm while a public procession will start by 3.30pm towards MTR Sha Tin
Station Public Transport Interchange, to be followed by another public
meeting at 7pm at Sha Tin Town Hall Plaza. Police anticipate that the traffic
in the vicinity of Tai Wai and Sha Tin will be very congested during the
event. Members of the public are advised to avoid driving to the above area
and make use of public transport services as far as possible.

     Police respect the public’s freedoms of expression, speech and assembly.
It is the policy of Police to facilitate all peaceful public events while at
the same time ensuring public safety and public order. Members of the public
should express their views in a peaceful and rational manner. They should
also follow the instructions of Police officers at scene or the event
marshals of the organiser.

     Police appeal to members of the public to comply with the laws of Hong
Kong and maintain social order when expressing their views. Should there be
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any confrontation, they should protect their own safety, maintain a safe
distance from violent protestors or leave the scene immediately, so as to
give Police enough space to deal with the situation. If the public spot any
suspicious persons or objects, they should inform Police under safe
circumstances.

     In order to facilitate the holding of the public order event, the
following special traffic arrangements will be implemented:

A. Road closure

     The following roads will be closed from about 1pm until the crowd has
dispersed and traffic resumes normal:

– Eastbound Che Kung Miu Road between Chui Tin Street and Lion Rock Tunnel
Road;
– The slip road connecting eastbound Che Kung Miu Road and The Riverpark;
– Northbound Lion Rock Tunnel Road between Che Kung Miu Road and Sha Tin
Centre Street;
– Eastbound Tai Po Road – Tai Wai between Chung Ling Road and Sha Tin Centre
Street, except for vehicles heading for Chung Ling Road;
– Northbound Sha Tin Rural Committee Road slip road leading to southbound Tai
Po Road – Sha Tin;
– Man Lam Road;
– Man Lai Road;
– Eastbound Sha Tin Centre Street;
– Wang Pok Street;
– Eastbound Yuen Wo Road between Wang Pok Street and Sha Tin Rural Committee
Road;
– Northbound Sha Tin Rural Committee Road between Yuen Wo Road and Pai Tau
Street;
– Northbound Tai Po Road – Sha Tin slip road leading to northbound Sha Tin
Rural Committee Roadï¼›
– Sha Tin Station Circuit;
– Pai Tau Street; and
– Sheung Wo Che Road.
     
     If necessary , the following roads will be closed at any time until the
crowd has dispersed and traffic resumes normal:

– Southbound Lion Rock Tunnel Road between Che Kung Miu Road and Sha Tin
Centre Street;
– Westbound Sha Tin Centre Street;
– Pak Hok Ting Street;
– Yi Ching Lane;
– Tam Kon Po Street;
– Westbound Yuen Wo Road between Wang Pok Street and Sha Tin Committee Road;
– Southbound Tai Po Road – Sha Tin slip road leading to southbound Sha Tin
Rural Committee Road; and
– Southbound Sha Tin Rural Committee Road between Yuen Wo Road and Pai Tau
Street.



B. Traffic diversions
     
     The following traffic diversions will be implemented from about 1pm
until the crowd has dispersed and traffic resumes normal:

– Traffic along northbound Sha Tin Tau Road cannot turn right to eastbound
Che Kung Miu Road or enter the slip road leading to The Riverpark;
– Traffic along westbound Che Kung Miu Road cannot turn right to the slip
road leading to The Riverpark;
– Traffic along northbound Lion Rock Tunnel Road cannot enter the road
sections of the north of Tai Chung Kiu Road, and must turn left to westbound
Che Kung Miu Road or turn right to eastbound Tai Chung Kiu Road;
– Traffic along Shing Chuen Road cannot turn right to eastbound Tai Po Road –
Tai Wai, except for vehicles heading for Chung Ling Road;
– Traffic along Chung Ling Road cannot turn left to eastbound Tai Po Road –
Tai Wai;
– Traffic along Pak Hok Ting Street cannot turn right to northbound Sha Tin
Centre Street;
– Traffic along Tam Kon Po Street cannot turn right to Sha Tin Centre Street;
– Traffic along westbound Tai Chung Kiu Road cannot turn right to northbound
Lion Rock Tunnel Road;
– Traffic along westbound Sha Tin Centre Street must turn left to southbound
Lion Rock Tunnel Road;
– Traffic along the southbound Tai Po Road – Sha Tin slip road leading to Sha
Tin Rural Committee Road must turn left to southbound Sha Tin Rural Committee
Road;
– Traffic along westbound Yuen Wo Road cannot turn right to northbound Sha
Tin Rural Committee Road;
– Traffic along northbound Sha Tin Rural Committee Road must turn left to
westbound Yuen Wo Road or turn right to eastbound Yuen Wo Road;
– Traffic along northbound Hung Mui Kuk Road to eastbound Che Kung Miu Road
will be diverted via northbound Lion Rock Tunnel Road, and turn left to
westbound Che Kung Miu Road;
– Traffic along southbound Mei Tin Road to eastbound Che Kung Miu Road will
be diverted via southbound Hung Mui Kuk Road, northbound Lion Rock Tunnel
Road, and turn left to westbound Che Kung Miu Road; and
– Vehicles heading for Sha Tin Town Hall, New Town Plaza (westbound Sha Tin
Centre Street), Pak Hok Ting Street and Yi Ching Lane will be diverted via
westbound Yuen Wo Road.

     If necessary, the following traffic diversions will be implemented at
any time until the crowd has dispersed and traffic resumes normal:

– Traffic along westbound Yuen Wo Road must turn left to southbound Sha Tin
Rural Committee Road; and
– Traffic along northbound Sha Tin Rural Committee Road must turn right to
eastbound Yuen Wo Road.

C. Suspension of parking spaces
     
     The following parking spaces will be suspended from about 1pm until the
crowd has dispersed and traffic resumes normal:



– All parking spaces on Man Lam Road;
– All parking spaces on Sha Tin Centre Street outside Sha Tin Market; and
– All parking spaces on Pai Tau Street.

     During the road closure period, vehicles will not be allowed to enter or
leave car parks on the closed roads.

     Any vehicles found illegally parked within the precincts of the special
traffic arrangements may be towed away without prior notice.

     Actual implementation of the crowd safety management measures and
traffic arrangements will be made depending on traffic and crowd conditions
in the areas. Members of the public are advised to exercise tolerance and
patience and take heed of instructions of the Police on site.

Special traffic arrangements in Sheung
Shui

     Police will implement special traffic arrangements tomorrow (July 13) to
facilitate the holding of a public procession in Sheung Shui.

     The public procession will start at 3.30 pm at the basketball court
outside North District Sports Ground at Jockey Club Road towards the vicinity
outside Exit A3 of MTR Sheung Shui Station. Police anticipate that the
traffic in the vicinity of Shek Wu Hui will be very congested during the
event. Members of the public are advised to avoid driving to the above area
and make use of public transport services as far as possible.

     Police respect the public’s freedoms of expression, speech and assembly.
It is the policy of Police to facilitate all peaceful public events while at
the same time ensuring public safety and public order. Members of the public
should express their views in a peaceful and rational manner. They should
also follow the instructions of Police officers at scene or the event
marshals of the organiser.

     Police appeal to members of the public to comply with the laws of Hong
Kong and maintain social order when expressing their views. Should there be
any confrontation, they should protect their own safety, maintain a safe
distance from the violent protestors or leave the scene immediately so as to
give Police enough space to deal with the situation. If the public spot any
suspicious persons or objects, they should inform Police under safe
circumstances.

     Depending on the prevailing crowd and traffic situation on the event
day, Police will implement special traffic arrangements including road
closure and traffic diversions. The metered parking spaces on the following
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roads will be suspended from 11am to 8pm:

– Fu Hing Street;
– Tsun Fu Street;
– San Cheung Street;
– San Fung Avenue;
– San Hong Street; and
– San Shing Avenue.
     
     Police officers will be on-site to assist motorists. Motorists should
exercise tolerance and patience in case of traffic congestion, and observe
the instructions given by the Police.


