
Update on Candida auris case in North
Lantau Hospital

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     Regarding an earlier announcement made by Kowloon West Cluster on
Candida auris carrier cases, the spokesperson for North Lantau Hospital
(NLTH) gave the following update today (July 18):

     According to the contact tracing result, one more male patient (aged 85)
was confirmed as carrying Candida auris while not having signs of infection.
The patient had stayed in the Extended Care Ward of NLTH and has been
discharged. In accordance with prevailing guidelines, the following enhanced
infection control measures have already been adopted in the hospital:
 

Thorough cleaning and disinfection of the wards concerned;1.
Enhanced patient and environmental screening procedures; and2.
Application of stringent contact precautions and enhanced hand hygiene3.
of staff and patients.

     NLTH will continue to closely monitor the situation of the patient. The
case has been reported to the Hospital Authority Head Office and the Centre
for Health Protection for necessary follow-up.
 

Eligible households affected by Kwu
Tung North and Fanling North New
Development Areas Project start
receiving rehousing flat offers

     The Development Bureau (DEVB) announced today (July 18) that the Hong
Kong Housing Authority (HA) will be issuing flat offer letters to eligible
households affected by the First Phase development of the Kwu Tung North
(KTN) and Fanling North (FLN) New Development Areas (NDAs).
 
     In the past few months, the Lands Department (LandsD), the Hong Kong
Housing Society (HKHS) and the HA have been working at full steam to handle
rehousing and compensation matters for affected households in the KTN and FLN
NDAs. At present, more than 170 households affected by the First Phase
development have been confirmed as being eligible for rehousing and will be
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allocated units in Po Shek Wu Estate in the same district (North District) by
the HA. The HA will soon contact these households by post to inform them of
their allocated units and follow up on the intake formalities. Separately,
around 10 other eligible households which applied for rental units in
existing estates under the HKHS have been allocated units in HKHS estates.
 
     "In May last year, the DEVB introduced a non-means tested rehousing
option for the Government's development clearance exercises to address the
needs of households which could not fulfil the means test requirement. Among
the households allocated flats as mentioned above, over 70 per cent are
rehoused under this new rehousing arrangement," a spokesman for the DEVB
said.
 
     The LandsD and the relevant parties will continue to handle as quickly
as possible the rehousing and compensation matters of other households
affected by the First Phase development. As for households which are affected
by the Remaining Phase development and have submitted applications for
voluntary early departure from and surrendering of their squatter structures,
their applications for rehousing and compensation are also being processed.
The LandsD and the relevant parties will keep close contact with these
households, and inform them of the application results as soon as
practicable.
 
     At the end of this month, the LandsD will issue letters to notify all
households affected by the First Phase development of their departure
deadlines (depending on the works programme, the departure deadlines for the
households affected by the First Phase development range from the first half
of 2020 to the second half of 2022) and the status of their applications for
rehousing and compensation. Three months before the departure deadline for
each household, the LandsD will also affix notices in the relevant areas in
accordance with statutory procedures.
 
     "Whilst the departure deadlines for the households affected by the First
Phase development range from the first half of 2020 to the second half of
2022, eligible households are now gradually receiving rehousing flat offers. 
Such an arrangement demonstrates the Government's commitment to its objective
of 'rehousing before clearance'. The Government will continue to work towards
properly rehousing the eligible households before clearance exercises
commence," the DEVB spokesman said.
 
     As far as the private land owners are concerned, the LandsD plans to
commence in the coming few months the statutory land resumption process for
all the private land affected by the First Phase development. Resumption
notices will be affixed in the development area, stipulating that the land
will revert to the Government after three months. The expiration date on the
resumption notice is the date on which the lots concerned will revert to the
Government, but it is not and does not affect the departure deadlines for the
affected households, of which the households will be notified separately.
After affixing the resumption notices, the LandsD will start arranging the
disbursement of ex-gratia compensation to the affected private land owners.
 



     About 490 households affected by the First Phase development of the KTN
and FLN NDAs are in contact with the LandsD for eligibility screening. As
stated above, over 180 households have been confirmed as being eligible for
rehousing and allocated rehousing units. Around 80 applications for rehousing
and 40 applications for cash compensation are being processed, while nearly
50 others await submission of further information. The remaining around 140
households are ineligible for rehousing or compensation based on currently
available information, with major reasons including that they own domestic
properties or are existing public rental housing tenants, they only moved
into the areas of the NDAs after the freezing survey, or the structures
concerned are unauthorised structures (i.e. no squatter survey or land
instrument records). As explained by the Government in the past, in
addressing the needs of the clearees, the Government also needs to ensure the
proper and fair use of public resources. If households covered by the
freezing survey are not eligible for rehousing and compensation, they will be
granted the Domestic Removal Allowance. 
 
     If affected households have any enquiries, they may contact the
Clearance (2) Office of the LandsD at 2664 5141. If necessary, households may
also seek assistance from the Social Service Teams engaged by the Government
(Tel: 6601 1673 for KTN or 2503 0818 for FLN).
 
     The KTN and FLN NDAs form a core part of the Government's land supply
strategy. Upon full development, the NDAs will provide a total of about 71
800 housing units. The Finance Committee of the Legislative Council has
approved in May this year the funding for commencing the First Phase
development, which will provide about 21 000 housing units, of which 18 000
are public housing units. Population intake of the first batches of private
and public housing is expected to start in 2023-24 and 2026-27 respectively.

SCED starts visit programme in Beijing
(with photos)

     The Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development, Mr Edward Yau,
started his visit programme in Beijing this afternoon (July 18), meeting with
the Vice Minister of Commerce, Mr Wang Bingnan, to exchange views on trade-
related matters in both places.

     At the meeting, Mr Yau introduced the progress of Hong Kong's
participation in the Belt and Road Initiative, and said that Hong Kong will
actively participate in the China International Import Expo to be held in
Shanghai in November this year. The latest implementation of the Mainland and
Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA) was also discussed.
The Commissioner for Belt and Road, Mr Denis Yip, also attended the meeting.
Mr Yau then met with representatives of a state-owned enterprise in the
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afternoon.

     Mr Yau will attend the second Belt and Road Joint Conference to be held
by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR), the
National Development and Reform Commission, the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs
Office of the State Council and other relevant Mainland authorities in
Beijing tomorrow (July 19).

     The Conference will discuss work priorities and suggestions related to
promoting Hong Kong's participation in and contribution to the Belt and Road
Initiative, which include the setting up of a Belt and Road-related dispute
avoidance and resolution mechanism and fostering collaboration on policy
exchanges and capacity building between the HKSAR Government and relevant
Mainland authorities.

     The Secretary for Justice, Ms Teresa Cheng, SC, and representatives from
the Department of Justice, the Financial Services and the Treasury Bureau,
the Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau, the Development Bureau, the
Belt and Road Office, Invest Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Monetary Authority, the
Insurance Authority and the Hong Kong Trade Development Council will also
attend the Joint Conference.

    

SJ explores co-operation on dispute
avoidance and resolution services with
Mainland (with photos)

     The Secretary for Justice, Ms Teresa Cheng, SC, started her visit in
Beijing today (July 18) by meeting with representatives from the Ministry of
Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Supreme People's Court to

http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/201907/18/P2019071800758_photo_1161355.jpg
http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/201907/18/P2019071800758_photo_1161356.jpg
http://www.government-world.com/sj-explores-co-operation-on-dispute-avoidance-and-resolution-services-with-mainland-with-photos/
http://www.government-world.com/sj-explores-co-operation-on-dispute-avoidance-and-resolution-services-with-mainland-with-photos/
http://www.government-world.com/sj-explores-co-operation-on-dispute-avoidance-and-resolution-services-with-mainland-with-photos/


promote Hong Kong's legal as well as dispute avoidance and resolution
services. She also exchanged views with Mainland counterparts on the latest
development of the related issues internationally and in the Mainland
(including the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area). She said she was
pleased to learn that the Central Government supports Hong Kong as a centre
for arbitration and mediation in the Asia-Pacific region.

     In the morning, Ms Cheng met with the Vice Minister of Justice, Mr Xiong
Xuanguo, to explore opportunities for further bilateral collaboration in
respect of legal services under the Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic
Partnership Arrangement and the Greater Bay Area. She then met with the
Director-General of the Department of Treaty and Law of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Mr Jia Guide. They exchanged views on the dispute avoidance
and resolution services under the Belt and Road Initiative.

     Ms Cheng called on the Vice-president of the Supreme People's Court, Mr
Yang Wanming, followed by a visit to the Beijing Internet Court and the
Beijing Intellectual Property Court in the afternoon, to have a better
understanding of the use of modern technology to resolve disputes. Both sides
exchanged views on the development of dispute avoidance and resolution
services in the Greater Bay Area.

     Accompanying Ms Cheng on the visit included the Commissioner of the
Inclusive Dispute Avoidance and Resolution Office and government counsel from
the Civil Division, the Legal Policy Division and the International Law
Division of the Department of Justice.

     Ms Cheng will attend the second Belt and Road Joint Conference with
other government officials and representatives tomorrow (July 19), to discuss
matters relating to Hong Kong's participation in and contribution to the Belt
and Road Initiative.

     Ms Cheng will return to Hong Kong in the morning on July 20.
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Assessment and verification reports on
Hung Hom Station under Shatin to
Central Link project

     A spokesman for the Transport and Housing Bureau said that the
Government had scrutinised and accepted the holistic assessment report on the
Hung Hom Station Extension under the Shatin to Central Link (SCL) project, as
well as the verification study report on as-constructed conditions of the
North Approach Tunnels, South Approach Tunnels and Hung Hom Stabling Sidings,
which were submitted by the MTR Corporation Limited.

     The two reports have been submitted to the Commission of Inquiry into
the Construction Works at and near the Hung Hom Station Extension under the
Shatin to Central Link Project today (July 18), and are now available at the
Highways Department's web page for the SCL project
(www.hyd.gov.hk/en/road_and_railway/railway_projects/scl/index.html) for
reference by the public.
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