Greens urge government to act on fuel
poverty crisis today
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Green Party spokespeople have brought together a cross-government set of
demands to ease the growing burden of fuel poverty and tackle the climate
crisis.

To mark Fuel Poverty Awareness day today and Fuel Poverty Action day
tomorrow, Green Party spokespeople have written to key Ministers to tell them
that only joined-up government action can deliver the measures needed.

On housing, spokesperson Ellie Chowns called for a fully-funded, nationwide,
long-term retrofit programme to insulate all housing to the maximum possible
level, an immediate end to the building of hard-to-heat homes, higher
building standards, and a winter ban on no-fault evictions.

For people with disabilities, spokesperson Mags Lewis called for targeted
fuel subsidies for those whose home energy use is higher than average as a
result of their disability, guaranteed support in the event of blackouts for
disabled people reliant on equipment like ventilators, and a priority home
insulation programme to bring down bills.

On health, spokesperson and GP Dr Pallavi Devulapalli called for increased
subsidies targeted at those made most vulnerable by cold homes with poor
ventilation, recognition of the mental and physical toll of poorly insulated,
cold homes, and free hot school dinners for all children to ensure none go
hungry this winter.

Green Party co-leader Adrian Ramsay said:

“The work of our spokespeople shows clearly how the impact of fuel poverty is
felt across the population and why it requires political leadership and
joined-up action to deliver the policies to combat it.

“New figures produced today by the National Energy Action for Fuel Poverty
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Awareness Day [1] show the growing scale of the problem, which is destined to
worsen through the winter without concerted government action.

“We believe that a national home insulation programme will deliver warm,
affordable and healthy homes for people while reducing energy use and helping
to tackle the climate crisis.”
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Green Party calls for insulation
grants to help small businesses
survive cost of living crisis
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The Green Party of England and Wales is calling on government to offer a
Small Business Saturday reprieve to firms facing soaring costs through
insulation grants and a package of support measures.

Co-leader Adrian Ramsay said:

“We know from visiting independent businesses and social enterprises up and
down the country that they want to green their operations, improve employee
welfare and make it easier for people to shop locally.
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“But they need government to get behind them and offer the right package of
incentives.

“Businesses tell our councillors that they want government insulation grants,
reform of business rates to incentivise greener business practices,
differential VAT rates to favour small businesses, and an immediate
suspension of Covid-loan repayments.

“Small and independent businesses and enterprises are the lifeblood of local
communities. Small businesses can help revitalise our high streets.

“Yet, many are struggling with the cost of living and high energy bills.
Running costs are set to increase again in March when the government’s short-
term support will end.

“The Green Party has long been the party of small business. We want to see
them thrive.”

This Small Business Saturday the Green Party are calling for:

1. Grants to insulate small businesses to cut energy bills and emissions.
Government should provide businesses with grants to insulate their
premises to reduce their running costs, energy use, and emissions for
good.

2. Higher business rate exemption for small businesses that green their
operations. Businesses should be incentivised to green their operations
by not having to pay higher business rates as a result of taking
sustainable measures such as installing solar panels.

3. Support for small businesses to improve employee wellbeing. Government
must support businesses to improve the wellbeing of their employees.
Measures should include exempting all childcare providers in England
from business rates.

4. Reform of VAT to support small businesses and suspension of Covid
repayments. The government must reform ourVAT system so that it
differentially supports smaller shops and businesses compared to larger
and online businesses. Likewise, there should be an immediate suspension
of Covid loan repayments to provide much needed relief for businesses.

5. Creation of Virtual High Streets. Councils should work with small and
independent businesses so residents can use an online portal to buy from
participating local shops and have items delivered on the same or next
day.
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Green councillors call on Michael Gove
to properly fund local services
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Green councillors in ruling administrations in England and Wales have written
to Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities, calling on him “to ensure proper funding of local services and..
sound policy that works for people, not profit.”

The Green cabinet members and committee chairs who have signed the letter
have called for a three-year funding settlement, an increase in all council
budgets in line with inflation, an increase in investment for retrofitting
homes and in services for the most vulnerable, particularly adult and child
social care.

In the letter, the councillors say: “It makes no financial sense to cut local
government funding to the point where they can no longer deliver even basic
services.”

They urge Mr Gove to “join local government in working to protect the most
vulnerable and build resilient, joyful communities, so we can serve our
communities in the way they deserve and give them hope for the future.”

Co-leader of the Green Party, Carla Denyer, who is a councillor in Bristol,
said:

“Councils are at breaking point. Several, including Tory controlled Councils,
are on the verge of bankruptcy. Michael Gove must listen, not just to the
strong chorus from Councils run by opposition parties, but also to Tory
councillors.
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“The Conservative head of the Local Government Association has said: ‘the
numbers just do not add up,’ and added: ‘We desperately need to protect
budgets and services from the impact of inflation, without which there will
be real service cuts to some of the most vulnerable in our communities.’ [1].

“As councillors, we work hard to build communities that are fairer, greener
and healthier. We work to support local businesses, deliver vital services
and protect and improve local environments.

“In order to do so effectively, councils need a guarantee from Michael Gove
that we will receive an increase in all council budgets in line with
inflation and a three-year funding settlement.

“We need that funding certainty so we can increase investment in adult and
child social care. We need it to fund the insulation of our homes to make
them warmer and cheaper for residents to run.

“If Michael Gove is really committed to levelling up, to decent housing and
building strong communities, he must listen to councils and act.”

NOTES:

[1]
https://www.local.qgov.uk/events/past-event-presentations/lga-annual-conferenc

e-2022/1ga-chairman-cllr-james-jamieson-welc

Back to main news page

Adblock test (Why?)

Green Party reaction to government go
ahead for Sizewell C nuclear power

plant
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Responding to the government’s decision to give the go ahead to the Sizewell
C nuclear power plant in Suffolk [1], Green Party co-leader Adrian Ramsay
said:

“This is an ideological decision driven by a misguided energy policy. It is
clear there are cleaner, quicker and much less expensive options to meet our
electricity needs. Investment in renewable energy and insulation at scale are
what is needed to tackle both the climate emergency and cost of living crisis
with the urgency needed.

“The design of Sizewell C will follow the much criticised Hinkley Point C
scheme in Somerset which has been delayed by years and beset by technical
difficulties and mushrooming costs. It is clear that large nuclear reactors
are far too slow to help solve our climate crisis and way too expensive to
address sky-high energy bills.”

Notes

1. https://www.theguardian.com/business/2022/nov/29/sizewell-c-nuclear-plant

-confirmed-edf-suffolk-jobs-uk
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Greens call for winter rent freeze and
ban on evictions
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The Green Party of England and Wales is calling for the government to
urgently bring forward its promised Renters Reform Bill in time to stave off
a winter of evictions and homelessness.

The call came as new figures showed so-called no fault evictions leaping 76
per cent [1}

Carla Denyer, co-leader of the Green Party of England and Wales, said the
Bill must include:

“An immediate cap on rent increases until at least the end of March 2023, as
well as a ban on no-fault evictions over the same period to prevent landlords
evicting tenants in order to raise rents.”

In Scotland, where the Scottish Greens are in government with the SNP,
similar measures have already become law [2].

Average rental prices outside London have hit a high of £1,162 a month,
jumping 11% in the past year [3].

The UK government produced a White Paper in June [4] and Housing Minister
Andrew Stephenson told Parliament in October the legislation was still a
“priority.” [5]

Carla Denyer added:

“Knowing that you have a secure home over winter is vital for both physical
and mental health. Households already face soaring energy and food costs; the
last thing they need, on top of everything else they have to contend with, is
unaffordable rent rises and the fear of being evicted.

“Rising private rents and increasing evictions have also been cited as major
causes of a dramatic increase in homelessness in London and other cities. The
number of people sleeping rough on the capital’s streets has jumped by a
shocking 24% in the past year [6]

“We are calling on the government to introduce an immediate freeze on rent



rises and a ban on evictions by landlords who simply want to increase rents
between tenancies. The Scottish government has introduced legislation to
safeqguard tenants this winter. We want to see the Housing Minister introduce
similar measures in England, and for the Senedd to use its devolved powers to
do so in Wales [6].”

Notes

[1] https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-63719126

[2] Cost of 1living: rent and eviction — gov.scot (www.gov.scot)

[3] Average rent climbs to £1,162, according to Rightmove, up 11% in a year —
as charities warn tenants are struggling to make ends meet (msn.com

[4] A fairer private rented sector

[5] Housing Minister Andrew Stephenson

[6] Number of people sleeping rough in London up 24% in a year | Homelessness
| The Guardian

[7] Rent freeze call by Plaid Cymru voted down by Labour — BBC News
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