Greens criticise lack of climate
action 100 days since Glasgow pact was
signed
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The Green Party has accused the government of failing in its presidency of
COP26 after several significant climate setbacks in the 100 days since the
signing of the Glasgow Climate Pact [1].

Green Party co-leader Adrian Ramsay said:

“We are now 100 days since the signing of the Glasgow Climate Pact, and yet
all we have seen from the government is terrible decision after terrible
decision when it comes to meaningful climate action.

“From granting a new coal mine licence in Wales [2] to giving the go ahead to
airport expansion in Bristol [3], this Conservative government seems to have
completely forgotten the promises it made in Glasgow just 100 days ago.

“The Glasgow Climate Pact speaks of building resilience to climate change and
making efforts to curb emissions. Yet, all we have seen from the government
is heading in the wrong way on both of these.

“And this week will see the Business Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng speak at an
event until recently known as International Petroleum Week [4]. Focusing on
the interests of the fossil fuel industry is not how we solve the climate
chaos that is engulfing us all.

“To show true climate leadership, we urge the government to commit to just
saying ‘no’ to any new fossil fuel expansion and to rapidly transitioning
away from existing fossil fuels. The Green Party’s plan to spend £100 billion
a year for a decade on a Green New Deal, funded in part through a carbon tax,
would transform our society and economy for a green future.”
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Greens accuse Johnson of allowing
Covid-19 virus to ‘go on the rampage’
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*Co-leader calls for continuation of self-isolation with sick pay and free
lateral flow tests

The Green Party is accusing Boris Johnson of allowing the Covid-19 virus to
go on the rampage as he announces the lifting of all remaining restrictions,
an end to the need to self-isolate if testing positive, and an end to free
lateral flow tests.

Co-leader of the Green Party, Adrian Ramsay, said:

“While people will of course welcome the easing of restrictions and return to
more normal life, Johnson’s announcement today is reckless. It gives the
green light to the Covid-19 virus to go on the rampage. It goes against the
recommendations of the World Health Organisation and the advice of three
quarters of NHS leaders in England who oppose scrapping self-isolation [1].

“We know that the Covid-19 pandemic has exposed massive health inequalities
in England and Wales. Today'’s announcement threatens to extend these
inequalities. It leaves the highly vulnerable at the mercy of the virus,
while axing free lateral flow tests will discourage those facing a cost of
living crisis from getting tested.

“Now is not the time to let up on fighting the virus, especially as we can’'t
know what new variants may be around the corner. If a more virulent variant
emerges, there is a real danger we will find ourselves back to square one.

“The government should continue to require all who test positive to self-
isolate with support from guaranteed sick pay as well as maintain free
lateral flow tests.”
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Notes

[1] Boris Johnson to announce plan for ‘living with COVID' in Downing Street
news briefing today

Back to main news page

Adblock test (Why?)

Green Party Deputy Leader calls for
action to build climate resilience in
response to Storm Eunice
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e Amelia Womack: “Extreme weather events that used to be once-in-a-
lifetime occurrences are now becoming increasingly frequent and
ferocious due to climate change.”

e Greens call for climate crisis emergency response group to prepare
country for more extreme weather and accelerate progress towards net
zero.

Green Party Deputy Leader Amelia Womack has urged the Government to see the
bigger picture as storm warnings are issued across the UK today.

Amelia Womack said, “Extreme weather like we are seeing with Storm Eunice is
only going to become more common as the climate crisis intensifies.

“People will rightly be angry with politicians who have repeatedly failed to
protect them. The warnings have been there for years that climate change will
increase the frequency and ferocity of storms, yet the Government seems
complacent about the lack of resilience built into our infrastructure or
measures to help protect or rebuild people’s lives.

“In fact, the Government’s actions investing in new fossil fuels are only
making the problem worse, leaving ordinary people to try and pick up the
pieces.

“The Government needs to support and fund existing local resilience forums to
meet the challenge of climate change and undertake a climate resilience
review of all our infrastructure. This is particularly urgent for the case of
our electricity grid which we will be relying on increasingly as we move
beyond gas.

“The Prime Minister should urgently convene a climate crisis emergency
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response group with expert advisors to prepare the country for more extreme
weather and accelerate progress towards net zero.”
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Green Party demands banks stop funding
climate chaos
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Responding to a report from Share Action that reveals during 2021, 25 of
Europe’s leading banks including HSBC, Barclays and BNP Paribas collectively
provided $55 billion to energy companies to expand oil and gas production
[1], Green Party finance and economy spokesperson, Molly Scott Cato, said:

“Banks like HSBC and Barclays are chasing short-term profits at the expense
of future generations. The climate emergency demands a steady decline in the
value of fossil fuel assets but they are being artificially inflated by the
billions banks are throwing at oil and gas.

“This wholly irresponsible action comes in spite of a report from the
International Energy Agency that says investment in oil and gas fields must
end immediately if we are to have even a 50% chance of keeping temperature
rise within the 1.5 degree limit [2].

Dr Scott Cato, who is a Professor of Green Economics, continued:

“As a leading financial centre, the City of London must show global
leadership in divesting from the fossil fuel industry rather than inflating
it with further finance. We need financial regulators to take action against
banks that are failing to meet their own pledges to decarbonise their
portfolios and are instead funding climate chaos.”

Notes:

[1] ShareAction | ‘Net zero’ banks continue to finance o0il & gas expansion

[2] End new 0il, gas and coal funding to reach net zero, says IEA | Reuters
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