
Greens call for humane approach to
cost of living and refugees in Queen’s
Speech

8 May 2022

The Green Party has called for a multi-billion pound massive programme of
insulation to be announced in the Queen’s Speech on Tuesday to address the
cost of living crisis.

The Greens are calling for the Government to provide £25bn to insulate homes
and install renewable energy, helping to keep people’s homes comfortable and
reduce bills, addressing the fact that the UK has some of the leakiest
housing stock in Europe.

The Greens want to see new legislation that would raise revenue for funding
insulation measures by taxing the enormous profits made by oil and gas
companies during the crisis. 

The Green plan would support local councils to follow the lead of pioneering
authorities such as Lewes District Council where Greens are in power, who are
working with six other local authorities to retrofit 40,000 council homes
through creating a £1billion fund for insulation measures. [1] 

Green Party co-leader Carla Denyer said, “Distracted by scandal after
scandal, this Government is utterly failing to get a grip on the twin crises
of the rising cost of living and the climate emergency. 

“The Greens have a plan to insulate millions of homes, as the best way to
bring down people’s bills, improve their quality of life and  reduce our
dependence on fossil fuels. This country urgently needs politicians who will
take a lead on such a plan to insulate homes on a massive scale.

“The recent local election results, where the Greens gained more seats than
Labour in England, shows that the public are crying out for the ambitious
plan to address the cost of living crisis that Greens have put forward.”

The Greens are also calling for a more humane approach to immigration. The
Green Party wants to see a policy of safe routes and visa-free access for
refugees fleeing conflict and persecution,  an end forced deportations, and
would offer an amnesty to undocumented migrants, following the lead of
Ireland. [1] 

Carla Denyer added, “The people of the UK are welcoming and want to help
those in need, yet the Government seems intent on victimising and
criminalising people who have fled war and persecution. Priti Patel’s new
legislation attacking refugees is sickening and must be urgently repealed. 
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“We need a fair and humane approach to supporting refugees that does not put
lives at risk, including save routes, visa-free access, providing decent and
secure accommodation for asylum seekers, and ending cruel deportations.” 

ENDS

Notes

1

https://greenworld.org.uk/article/lewes-model-explained 

2

https://www.politics.co.uk/comment/2021/12/17/why-we-need-an-amnesty-for-undo
cumented-migrants/ 

For more information or to arrange an interview contact the press office on
press@greenparty.org.uk or call 0203 691 9401
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Greens celebrate record breaking
results as party breaks 500
councillors mark across England and
Wales

6 May 2022

Green Party now has 542 councillors on 164 local authorities
Party has won a total of 121 seats including a net gain of 75 seats from
Labour, Conservative, Liberal Democrats and Independents
Green Party gained more seats than Labour in England, and saw the
highest percentage increase in seats of any party in England and Wales
Co-leader Carla Denyer: “We are building a strong platform to win more
MPs at the next General Election, as more and more communities see that
voting Green gets you hard-working, honest representatives”

The Green Party of England and Wales is celebrating another round of record
breaking local elections, with at least 542 councillors now sitting on 164
local authorities. 
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The party has so far made a net gain of 75, gaining seats from Labour and
Conservatives in areas as far ranging as Burnley, Hastings, Hackney,
Somerset, Plymouth and South Tyneside. The party also saw an historic eight
wins in Wales including in Newport, Monmouthshire and Neath Port Talbot.

Greens are now the second largest party on many more councils, including
Exeter, South Tyneside, Reading, St Helens and Reigate & Banstead.

The Greens may also play “kingmaker” in a number of authorities with no
overall control, such as Hastings and Worcester. This builds on a long
history of Greens working in partnership with other parties in local
government authority administrations.

Speaking on the results, Green Party co-leader, Carla Denyer, said: 

“The Green Party has proved itself as a major political force, with more than
540 hard working councillors elected to 164 local authorities in England and
Wales. Year on year, we continue to increase our number of councillors, as
voters yearn for greener, fairer communities and strong local advocates. 

“We’ve taken seats from Labour, Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats
because we have a positive vision, clear policies, and dedicated local
councillors. We are building a strong platform to win more MPs at the next
General Election, as more and more communities see that voting Green gets you
hard-working, honest representatives.”

Wales Green Party leader Anthony Slaughter said: 

“This is a breakthrough moment for Greens in Wales, with seven councils now
having Greens in the room, including Conwy, Newport and Monmouthshire. 

“Our councillors and activists will continue to build on this electoral
success by delivering for their communities and proving that Greens offer
genuine change from the status quo parties.” 
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Greens making gains across the country
as voters see party as the positive
alternative
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6 May 2022

Green Party’s diverse range of local election gains show it has become
credible alternative to the Conservatives and Labour up and down the
country
“No safe seats” as Greens take positions from Conservatives and Labour
Green gains all over England, from South Tyneside to Worcester, and from
Exeter to the Wirral
Co-leader Adrian Ramsay: “People are looking for a positive alternative
to the establishment parties, and finding it in the Greens”

The Green Party is celebrating another year of breakthrough results in the
local council elections, with gains made from Labour and the Conservatives
all across the country.

Green gains saw the party emerge as the credible alternative to the other
major English parties, with voters desperate for trustworthy, hard-working
representatives with a common sense approach to supporting people through the
cost of living crisis. 

As of this morning, the Greens have won 32 seats with a net gain of 20 seats
and made unprecedented breakthroughs on formerly Conservative and Labour
“safe seats”.

Early on, results in South Tyneside showed the Greens doubling their seats to
become the second largest party on the council and the main opposition party
to Labour. In Worcester, the Green campaign pushed the Conservative-dominated
council into No Overall Control, leaving the Greens with greater ability to
influence council decision making to benefit residents. 

Greens also broke through with victories on new councils, including gaining
their first ever councillor in Plymouth and on the newly-created Cumberland
Council.

With more councils due to declare today, the Greens are predicting even more
gains across the country.

Green Party co-leader Adrian Ramsay said: “The phenomenal results for the
Green Party so far demonstrate that people up and down the country are
looking for a credible alternative to the establishment parties, and finding
it in us. 

“Whether that’s former Conservative voters put off by poor handling of the
Covid pandemic or the constant leadership lies, or former Labour voters who
just see weak opposition at a national and local level. 

“Greens are putting forward the practical solutions to the cost of living
crisis and the climate emergency that will make a difference to people’s
lives, from insulating homes to bringing down energy bills and creating jobs,
to providing additional financial support for those on the lowest incomes. 

“The Green Party has now made breakthrough gains three elections running and
we are expecting that trajectory to continue as people increasingly vote for



candidates who listen, work hard on local issues, and are serious about the
climate emergency.”
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Green Party expresses solidarity with
the people of Moldova

26 April 2022

After Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelenskiy warns that Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine is just the beginning and that Putin may seek to capture other
countries [1], the Green Party has expressed its solidarity with the people
of Moldova, a country on the frontline of Russian aggression. 

Michal Chantkowski, Green Party activist, said:

“We strongly support the territorial integrity of Moldova and the country’s
right to self-determination, including the right to apply to join the
European Union. We call on the UK government to restate its support for
Moldova’s independence and to provide support for democratic civil society
organisations within the country.”

With the Russian invasion of Ukraine already resulting in over 435,000 people
fleeing to Moldova [2], the Green Party has also demanded the UK government
accept more Ukrainian refugees, including providing safe routes for those
currently in Moldova to resettle in the UK.

Mr Chantkowski continued:

“We demand the UK government offer safe passage to many more Ukrainian
refugees. This must also include citizens of countries other than Ukraine who
are fleeing from Putin’s illegal war.

“Moldova is a country with only limited means to support people fleeing war,
so we also call for financial and material help to be provided to public and
civil society organisations in Moldova who are bearing the brunt of providing
emergency support to the refugees.

“We stand in solidarity with the people of Moldova and we commend their
generosity and selflessness in the face of the humanitarian crisis caused by
the war in neighbouring Ukraine.”
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Notes

[1] https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/23/zelenskiy-warns-ukraine-inv
asion-only-the-beginning-as-russia-signals-southern-push

[2] https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-60555472 
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Rail fares pledge will not help
working people, say Greens

19 April 2022

Responding to the Government’s announcement that some train fares will be cut
for a five-week period from April to May, Green Party deputy leader Amelia
Womack said,

“This slapdash pledge won’t counter the decade of soaring rail costs.
Covering only off-peak travel and failing to cover half-term mean that those
most squeezed by rail price hikes won’t see the benefits of this scheme. If
the government really wanted to help those facing rising prices they would
force rail companies to permanently cut commuter fares.”

“In France [1], Germany [2] and New Zealand [3], governments are taking bold
action to cap rail fares at a price that is affordable for everyone. The UK
should be following that lead and going further by permanently bringing down
rail prices on routes that people use consistently.To truly reduce the cost
of living and ensure that the greenest option is the cheapest option, we have
to reduce fares for all train users, including commuters.

“We also need investment in reliable and affordable buses, which have been
woefully neglected by this Government. Scotland, where the Greens have
introduced free bus travel for under-22s, shows that free bus travel is
possible and effective [4]. Bus services are facing meltdown unless there is
a rapid and urgent increase to funding to build back passenger numbers after
the pandemic.”
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Rail travel in the Greater Paris area has been capped at €5 (excluding
airport travel).
https://www.thelocal.fr/20220307/rail-travel-in-greater-paris-area-capped-at-
e5-per-ticket/ 

2 

Germany is offering all citizens the use of regional transport for only €9
per month for three months.
https://www.thelocal.de/20220324/german-taxpayers-to-receive-e300-lump-sum-fo
r-energy-costs/ 

3 

New Zealand is reducing public transport fares by 50% for a similar period.
https://www.cittimagazine.co.uk/news/road-user-charging-tolling/new-zealand-h
alves-public-transport-fares-amid-global-energy-price-increases.html 

4

https://greens.scot/news/the-scottish-green-budget-deal-2021-22
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