
Green Party Unveils Geraldine Coggins
as Candidate for Greater Manchester
Mayor as party promises to “throw the
kitchen sink” at the campaign “to stop
Reform in their tracks”.  

The Green Party today announced Geraldine Coggins as its candidate for the
forthcoming Greater Manchester Combined Authority Mayoral election. Launching
an ambitious campaign the party promised to “throw the kitchen sink” at the
campaign just as they had earlier in the year in Gorton and Denton to keep
Reform out.  
 
The announcement was made as hundreds of party activists took to the streets
to hand deliver their leaflets printed in the hours after the election was
announced. The launch was addressed by the new candidate, Geraldine Coggins
and Green Party Leader Zack Polanski. 

The launch comes on the back of the Green Party’s recent success in Gorton
and Denton, where Green campaigners helped deliver a significant result and
demonstrated the party’s growing strength in Greater Manchester. 

Speaking ahead of the launch, Geraldine Coggins said: 

“The Green Party has shown in Gorton and Denton and these last local
elections that people are ready for a new kind of politics, one that puts
communities, fairness and the future first. We did it in Gorton and Denton,
and now we will do it across Greater Manchester. 

“People are feeling abandoned by Labour and want real change to deliver
affordable homes, thriving local communities and a healthier environment.
They are tired of being told to settle for less. This campaign will offer a
positive vision for the future of Greater Manchester and show that Green
leadership can deliver real change.” 

Geraldine was elected as Trafford’s first Green councillor in 2018 and re-
elected three times since. most recently, securing more than 60 per cent of
the vote in her ward. She is currently the Leader of the Green Group on
Trafford Council and a member of the council’s Investment Management Board.
Geraldine is a published academic with a background in leadership, public
finance and strategic decision-making.  

Green Party Leader Zack Polanski said: 

“It’s the Greens v Reform in Greater Manchester. The Greens are growing
because people can see we are offering practical solutions to the challenges
they face every day. 
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“Geraldine Coggins will be a fantastic candidate. She understands the issues
facing communities across the region and will lead a serious, energetic
campaign to give voters a genuine alternative.” 

The Green Party has designated the Greater Manchester mayoral campaign as a
top-tier “surge” campaign, reflecting the party’s growing electoral strength
in the region. The campaign will focus on building support across all ten
boroughs, engaging communities on the issues that matter most to them, and
demonstrating how Green leadership can improve lives across Greater
Manchester. 

Hundreds of activists will take part in a mass leaflet delivery operation
before gathering for a campaign rally where Geraldine Coggins will be
formally unveiled as the Green Party’s candidate. 

The Green Party says the campaign will seek not only to compete for victory
in the mayoral election but also to cement the Greens as one of the region’s
leading political forces and build support for future council and
parliamentary elections. 

Notes to editors: 

A high-resolution photograph of Geraldine Coggin can be downloaded here.1.
Photo credit: The Green Party.  
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polls in Makerfield byelection
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A Green Party Spokesperson said:

“Our candidate Sarah Wakefield has run an outstanding campaign, highlighting
that there is an alternative to the failing status quo, with the Greens
message of making hope normal again and a fairer, greener country.

Whatever the outcome of this byelection, it’s clear people are desperate for
real change

It will be a disaster for the people of Makerfield and the country if
Reform’s candidate with his history of misogynist views and Reform’s divisive
policies wins out.
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Andy Burnham also needs to do much better if he is to fulfil his campaign
promise of change. Throughout the campaign, he u-turned and u-turned on
crucial issues for the country, pledging to stick to the failed fiscal rules,
to make Labour’s settled status policies even crueller, failing to promise
electoral reform before the general election and to take water and energy
into public ownership. Unless Andy Burnham listens to the cry for change from
the doorsteps of Makerfield, he is quickly going to find himself in the same
status quo fuelled hole that Keir Starmer has ended up in. The Green Party
are standing for a real positive alternative and are alone up to the job of
taking on Reform and giving people hope.”

END
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to a truly just and lasting peace say
Greens

15 June 2026 / 15 June 2026 by Green Party

Commenting on the agreed framework deal to end the Iran war, which mediator
Pakistan says will be signed on Friday in Switzerland, Dr Ellie Chowns MP,
leader of the Green parliamentary group, said:

“The peace deal between the US and Iran will provide welcome relief for
civilians across the region, too many of whom have borne the brunt of
escalating violence and instability in order to further an illegal war.

“The urgent task must now be to ensure this agreement is the first step to a
truly just and lasting peace. The UK must use every available lever to
support these efforts, including in the pursuit of nuclear de-escalation and
in holding those in the Iranian regime responsible for human rights abuses
and persecution of the Iranian people to account. The UK must also insist on
full respect of the peace deal by Israel in its operations – the people of
Lebanon must not be left to suffer further attacks and occupation.

“Furthermore, the UK must acknowledge that this war should never have been
started in the first place. It is clear that the United States and Israel
entered into conflict illegally, with no credible long-term plan, and with no
real regard for the stability of the wider region or the catastrophic
consequences for ordinary people. This is utterly unacceptable. The UK
Government must finally stand up for international law on the global stage
and make clear to Trump and Netanyahu that Britain will not permit any
country, ‘ally’ or adversary, to breach it with impunity. The Prime Minister
must stand firm on these points as he represents the UK at the G7 summit.

“At home in Westminster, the UK Government must learn from the harsh lessons
of this war and urgently invest in our nation’s energy security. While the
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz may ease the strain on British households
facing surging energy costs right now, it will do nothing to safeguard
against future price shocks caused by our continued dependence on oil and
gas. It is only through accelerating investment in renewable energy that we
will secure the cheap, clean, homegrown energy the UK needs, strengthening
our national security and bringing down bills for good.”
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