
Supporting initiatives in the field of
drugs policy

This week, the European Commission launched ‘Supporting initiatives in the
field of drugs policy’, a new call for proposals for grant applications to
support transnational projects in the area of EU drugs policy.

The call lists four priority areas:

supporting activities in the area of epidemiology of use of new
psychoactive substances, including potent synthetic opioids, as well as
emerging drug problems and technological developments, including online
trade of drugs;
supporting civil society organisations by reinforcing their (i) advocacy
function, (ii) capacity to make a difference at the local level, (iii)
best practice sharing methods;
supporting key stakeholders by expanding their knowledge and skills in
the context of implementing minimum quality standards in drug demand
reduction, particularly in the area of social integration; and
promoting practical application of drug-related research, and, in
particular, addiction research with a view of addressing current
challenges and new threats.

The call will fund trans-national activities on:

data collection, surveys and research activities;
training activities;
mutual learning, network development, identification and exchange of
good practices, cooperation;
events, conferences, expert meetings; and
dissemination and awareness-raising activities.

The aim of the call is to contribute to the effective and coherent
application of EU law and to support the development of new approaches in the
field of drugs.

Deadline: 29 January 2020. (Call ID:JUST-2019-AG-DRUGS).

Statement by the European Commission
following today's meeting between

http://www.government-world.com/supporting-initiatives-in-the-field-of-drugs-policy/
http://www.government-world.com/supporting-initiatives-in-the-field-of-drugs-policy/
http://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/just-2019-ag-drugs;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=JUST;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=JUST-2019-AG-DRUGS;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
http://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/just-2019-ag-drugs;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=JUST;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=JUST-2019-AG-DRUGS;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/just-2019-ag-drugs;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=JUST;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=JUST-2019-AG-DRUGS;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
http://www.government-world.com/statement-by-the-european-commission-following-todays-meeting-between-michel-barnier-the-european-commissions-chief-negotiator-and-steve-barclay-the-uk-secretary-of-state-for-exiting-th-2/
http://www.government-world.com/statement-by-the-european-commission-following-todays-meeting-between-michel-barnier-the-european-commissions-chief-negotiator-and-steve-barclay-the-uk-secretary-of-state-for-exiting-th-2/


Michel Barnier, the European
Commission's Chief Negotiator, and
Steve Barclay, the UK Secretary of
State for Exiting the EU

Michel Barnier met Steve Barclay in Brussels today. 

Michel Barnier stressed that it is essential that there is a fully
operational solution in the Withdrawal Agreement to avoid a hard border on
the island of Ireland, protect the all-island economy and the integrity of
the Single Market. 

The EU remains open and willing to examine any workable and legally
operative proposals that meet all these objectives. 

Press release – Answers from
Commissioners-designate to
Parliament’s written questions

You can find all questions and answers here.

Translations are set to be available 48 hours before the hearing in question.

Background

This written procedure is the first step in the process of scrutinising and
evaluating the suitability and competence of the Commissioners-designate.

All commissioners-designate received a written questionnaire containing two
common questions on their general competence and impartiality as well as
cooperation with and accountability to Parliament.

A further set of questions addressed specific policy matters linked to their
portfolio.
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Article – Sakharov Prize 2018 goes to
Oleg Sentsov

About Oleg Sentsov

Sentsov is a Ukrainian film director, sentenced to 20 years in prison for
“plotting terrorist acts” against the Russian “de facto” rule in Crimea.
Amnesty International has described the court process as “an unfair trial
before a military court”.

He has become a symbol for the approximately 70 Ukrainian citizens illegally
arrested and given long prison sentences by the Russian occupation forces in
the Crimean peninsula.

Sentsov was on hunger strike from mid-May until 6 October, when he ended it
because of the threat of being force-fed.

He was released from prison on 7 September 2019 as part of a prisoner
exchange between Russia and Ukraine.

David Sassoli, the President of the European Parliament, welcomed his
release: “It is with relief and profound joy that I learnt today about the
release of Ukrainian filmmaker Oleg Sentsov. I salute him as a man of courage
and determination, who resisted injustice with dignity and stood up for
democracy, the rule of law and human rights.”
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Award ceremony

The prize, consisting of a certificate and €50,000 were awarded during a
ceremony in the Parliament in Strasbourg on 12 December 2018.

The finalists

Sentsov was among three finalists for the 2018 Sakharov Prize. Find out more
about the other finalists – the NGOs protecting human rights and saving
migrant lives across the Mediterranean Sea and Nasser Zefzafi, the leader of
Hirak, a mass protest movement in the Rif region in Morocco – in this
article.

They were also invited to December’s award ceremony.

More on the Sakharov Prize

The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, named in honour of the Soviet
physicist and political dissident Andrei Sakharov, has been awarded annually
since 1988 to individuals and organisations defending human rights and
fundamental freedoms. This year marks the 30th anniversary of the prize.

Last year the prize was awarded to the Democratic Opposition in Venezuela.

Antitrust: Commission fines Coroos and
Groupe CECAB €31.6 million for
participating in canned vegetables
cartel

The European Commission has fined Coroos and Groupe CECAB a total of € 31 647
000 for breaching EU antitrust rules. Bonduelle was not fined as it revealed
the existence of the cartel to the Commission.

The Commission has found that Bonduelle, Coroos and Groupe CECAB participated
for more than 13 years in a cartel for the supply of certain types of canned
vegetables to retailers and/or food service companies in the European
Economic Area (EEA). The three companies admitted their involvement in the
cartel and agreed to settle the case.

Commissioner Margrethe Vestager, in charge of competition policy, said:
“European consumers should have access to food at affordable prices.
Competition enables that. But instead of competing with each other, Coroos
and Groupe CECAB agreed to divide the market among themselves and to fix
prices for canned vegetables across Europe. They did so for over a decade.
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These cartels ultimately hurt European consumers and with today’s decision we
send a clear message to companies that cartels are not accepted.”

The aim of the three companies involved in the cartel was to preserve or
strengthen their position on the market, to maintain or increase selling
prices, to reduce uncertainty regarding their future commercial conduct and
to formulate and control marketing and trading conditions to their advantage.
To achieve this aim, the companies set prices, agreed on market shares and
volume quotas, allocated customers and markets, coordinated their replies to
tenders, and exchanged commercially sensitive information.

The infringement covered the entire EEA and lasted from 19 January 2000 to 11
June 2013 for Bonduelle, and to 1 October 2013 for Coroos and Groupe CECAB.

The Commission’s investigation revealed the existence of a single
infringement comprising three separate agreements:

An agreement covering private label sales of canned vegetables such as
green beans, peas, peas-and-carrots mix, vegetablemacedoine to retailers
in the EEA;
An agreement covering private label sales of canned sweetcorn to
retailers in the EEA; and
An agreement covering both own brands and private label sales (sold
under retailers’ brands) of canned vegetables to retailers and to the
food service industry specifically in France.

Coroos participated only in the first agreement while Bonduelle and Groupe
CECAB participated in all three.

In the context of the same investigation, the Commission opened proceedings
against a fourth company, Conserve Italia. Conserve Italia is not covered by
this settlement decision and therefore the investigation will continue under
the standard (non-settlement) cartel procedure for this company.

Fines

The fines were set on the basis of the Commission’s 2006 Guidelines on fines
(see also MEMO).

In setting the level of fines, the Commission took into account, in
particular, the sales value in the EEA achieved by the cartel participants
for the products in question, the serious nature of the infringement, its
geographic scope and its duration.

Under the Commission’s 2006 Leniency Notice:

Bonduelle received full immunity for revealing the existence of the
cartel, thereby avoiding a fine of ca. € 250 million.
Coroos and Groupe CECAB benefited from reductions of their fines for
their cooperation with the Commission investigation. The reductions
reflect the timing of their cooperation and the extent to which the
evidence they provided helped the Commission to prove the existence of
the cartel in which they were involved.
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In addition, under the Commission’s 2008 Settlement Notice, the Commission
applied a reduction of 10% to the fines imposed on the companies in view of
their acknowledgment of the participation in the cartel and of the liability
in this respect.

The breakdown of the fines imposed on each company is as follows:

Company
Reduction under
the Leniency
Notice

Reduction under
the Settlement
Notice

Fine (€)

Bonduelle 100% 10% 0
Coroos 15% 10% 13 647 000
Groupe CECAB 30% 10% 18 000 000
Total   31 647 000

Inability to pay

One company invoked its inability to pay the fine under point 35 of the 2006
Guidelines on fines. The Commission thoroughly assessed the application on
the basis of the company’s financial statements for recent years, projections
for the current and coming years, ratios measuring the financial strength,
profitability, solvency, liquidity, and relations with outside financial
partners and with shareholders. As a result of this assessment, the
Commission granted a reduction of the fine.

Background

Article 101 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) and
Article 53 of the EEA Agreement prohibit cartels and other restrictive
business practices.

The Commission’s investigation in this case started with unannounced
inspections in October 2013, following Bonduelle’s application under the
Commission’s 2006 Leniency Notice.

This is the second cartel case relating to canned foodstuffs. In the canned
mushrooms cartel, in June 2014, the Commission fined Bonduelle, Lutèce and
Prochamp a total of around €32 million, and, in April 2016, it fined
Riberebro €5.2 million.

Fines imposed on companies found in breach of EU antitrust rules are paid
into the general EU budget. This money is not earmarked for particular
expenses, but Member States’ contributions to the EU budget for the following
year are reduced accordingly. The fines therefore help to finance the EU and
reduce taxpayers’ contributions.

More information on this case will be available under the case number
AT.40127 in the public case register on the Commission’s competition website,
once confidentiality issues have been dealt with. For more information on the
Commission’s action against cartels, see its cartels website.

The settlement procedure
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Today’s decision is the 32nd settlement since the introduction of this
procedure for cartels in June 2008 (see press release and MEMO). In a
settlement, parties acknowledge their participation in a cartel and their
liability for it. Settlements are based on the Antitrust Regulation 1/2003
and allow the Commission to apply a simplified and shortened procedure. This
benefits consumers and taxpayers as it reduces costs. It also benefits
antitrust enforcement as it frees up resources to tackle other suspected
cartels. Finally, the parties themselves benefit in terms of quicker
decisions and a 10% reduction in fines.

Action for damages

Any person or company affected by anti-competitive behaviour as described in
this case may bring the matter before the courts of the Member States and
seek damages. The case law of the Court and Council Regulation 1/2003 both
confirm that in cases before national courts, a Commission decision
constitutes binding proof that the behaviour took place and was illegal. Even
though the Commission has fined the cartel participants concerned, damages
may be awarded without being reduced on account of the Commission fine.

The Antitrust Damages Directive, which Member States had to implement into
their legal systems by 27 December 2016, makes it easier for victims of anti-
competitive practices to obtain damages. More information on antitrust
damages actions, including a practical guide on how to quantify antitrust
harm, is available here.

Whistle-blower tool

The Commission has set up a tool to make it easier for individuals to alert
it about anti-competitive behaviour while maintaining their anonymity. The
tool protects whistleblowers’ anonymity through a specifically-designed
encrypted messaging system that allows two-way communications. The tool is
accessible via this link.
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