Russia: Statement by the High
Representative/Vice-President Jose

The preliminary test results from the Charité — Universitatsmedizin hospital
in Berlin indicate that the Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny was
poisoned during his stay in Siberia. We are grateful to the Charité —
Universitatsmedizin Berlin staff for their treatment of Mr Navalny and wish
him a prompt and full recovery.

The European Union strongly condemns what seems to be an attempt on Mr
Navalny’s life. It is imperative that the Russian authorities initiate an
independent and transparent investigation on the poisoning of Mr Navalny
without delay. The Russian people, as well as the international community,
are demanding the facts behind Mr Navalny’s poisoning. Those responsible must
be held to account.
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The results of the second quarter of 2020 show the effects of the measures
taken by the Office to help customers cope with the difficult situation
presented by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Two time limit extension decisions by the Executive Director — Decision

No EX-20-3 and Decision No EX-20-4 — were issued concerning all procedural
deadlines, including the opposition period. These time 1limit extensions
caused a delay in the registration of EUTMs and international trade marks,
with the corresponding impact in the Service Charter results.

The affected timeliness indicators are the EUTM fast track registration, EUTM
standard track registration and IRs registration. The Office is closely
monitoring this situation and as the two extension decisions came to an end
during May, the compliance level is expected to recover during the third
quarter.

The Cancellation timeliness indicator continues in action needed. Last year,
the Office started implementing a set of measures to improve this area in a
sustained manner over time. The results of these measures show a steady
improvement in the cancellation timeliness results and currently all pending
cases are being notified in compliance with the Office standards, even
considering the specific and difficult circumstances due to COVID-19. The
Office is positive that it can maintain this situation and a steady state
regime will be reached before the end of 2020.

As regards the quality and accessibility indicators, targets are being met.
The 0ffice works to provide a continuously improving and evolving service,
tightly aligned with users’ needs and expectations.

See the Service Charter
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Media advisory — Press briefings ahead
of the informal meetings of EU defence
ministers of 26 August, and foreign
affairs ministers (Gymnich) of 27-28
August 2020

(]

The press briefings ahead of the informal meetings of EU defence ministers of
26 August, and foreign affairs ministers (Gymnich) of 27-28 August 2020 will
be virtual and take place on Tuesday, 25 August 2020 at

— 14.00: informal defence
— 14.45: Gymnich

These briefings are “off the record” and will be given by EEAS senior
officials.

In order to ask questions remotely, EU accredited journalists can register
using this link.

Journalists who already registered for previous FAC press conferences do not
need to register again.

Deadline: Tuesday, 25 August 2020, 13.00

Further instructions will be sent to all registered participants
approximately half an hour after the deadline.

For more information, visit the website of the German Presidency:

Informal Meeting of EU Defence Ministers of 26 Augqust 2020

Informal Meeting of EU Foreign Ministers (Gymnich) of 27-28 August 2020

EASO publishes a COI report: Venezuela
Country Focus

On 20 August 2020, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) published a
Country of Origin Information (COI) report titled ‘Venezuela Country Focus’.
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This COI report is a joint initiative of EASO and the Secretariat of the
Intergovernmental Consultations on Migration, Asylum and Refugees (IGC)'.

The report addresses the main topics and questions raised by international
protection authorities, decision-makers, and COI researchers. It covers
recent developments in the economy, political and security situation, and the
humanitarian situation. The report also discusses the most recurring targeted
profiles by the government and its security forces. It describes activities
of armed pro-government civilian groups (colectivos), including targeted
profiles, modus operandi, relation with the government and security forces,
and state response for victims of colectivos. Final chapters describe
identity and courts documents, entry and exit procedures, and the situation
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans (LGBT) persons.

Some findings of the report include:

e The mass emigration of Venezuelans constitutes one of the largest in
recent Latin American history. While the number of Syrians who left
their country reached 6.5 million in seven years (2011-2017), the number
of Venezuelans who left their country reached 4 million in four years
(2015-June 2019).

e Venezuela has one of the highest homicide rates in Latin America,
despite a decrease in 2019. Armed groups, both domestic and foreign,
operate in Venezuela, with distinct objectives, modus operandi,
political loyalties and relations with the state.

e Colectivos exert political and social control in neighbourhoods where
they operate, and have become instrumental in the use of coercive
control over protests through the use of violence and often in
coordination with security forces.

e The nature of protests changed in the first months of 2019, with more
targeted demonstrations emerging to protest the deterioration of living
standards and the humanitarian situation. Security forces allegedly
subjected persons who participated in protests to ‘serious abuse and
ill-treatment’ while in detention in order to punish them, force
confessions, or incriminating others.

e Authorities allegedly engaged in forced disappearances, including for
political reasons, to impede the defence of the person while the
detention is carried out. Security forces have also allegedly been
involved in extrajudicial executions.

e Venezuela has established a complex system to eavesdrop, harass, and
digitally and physically monitor the population, including through the
CLAP food boxes and the Homeland Card (Carnet de la Patria). Social
control has intensified during the pandemic.

e A systematic and widespread policy of repression in Venezuela for those
who are critical of the government was identified by sources. The
government and security forces target journalists to silence on what is
occurring in the country. Human rights advocates and members of civil
society organisations are prosecuted under both the criminal justice
system and the military penal jurisdiction, as an ‘exemplary punishment’
to block the work of other human rights organisations. The ‘Law Against
Hate’ has been one of the legal instruments used for these prosecutions.



The report was drafted by an independent COI expert, James Restrepo, in
accordance with the EASO COI Report Methodology. The report draws on
information from 14 oral sources interviewed for this report, apart from a
large variety of publicly available sources. It was reviewed by experts from:
Canada — Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB) of Canada, and Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC); Norway -Norwegian Country of Origin
Information Centre, Landinfo; Switzerland — State Secretariat for Migration
(SEM), Division Analysis (Landeranalyse SEM), and United States — Refugee
Asylum and International Operations (RAIO), US Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS).

Venezuelan applications for international protection in the EU+ increased
considerably since early 2019 and peaked between November 2019 and February
2020. In 2019, Venezuelans launched twice as many applications, over 45 000,
as in 2018. In the first quarter of 2020, the number remained similar to the
last quarter of 2019 (over 13 000) but already in late March applications
began to decrease in the context of restrictive measures to halt the spread
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Spain has remained the main destination country: in
the period January 2019 — March 2020 about nine in 10 applications in the EU+
were lodged in Spain.

The report can be downloaded from the EASO COI portal.

[1] IGC participating states are: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and the United States.

Syria: Statement by the Spokesperson
on the third meeting of the

The first meeting since the outbreak of COVID-19 of the small group of the
Constitutional Committee, held under the auspices of UN Special Envoy Geir
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Pedersen in Geneva, 1is positive news.

The European Union encourages all the parties to seriously engage in good
faith on the substance in order to pursue concrete results.

The Constitutional Committee is a door opener for creating the conditions for
a political solution to the Syria conflict, although it is not in itself a
political solution. Constructive diplomacy by all international stakeholders
on all aspects of UN Security Council Resolution 2254 is needed to reach a
sustainable political solution.

The European Union commends the work and continues to support UN Special
Envoy Geir Pedersen in his tireless efforts to pursue a political solution in
Syria.



