
Article – New EU rules: digitalisation
to improve access to justice

On 23 November, Parliament adopted two proposals aimed at modernising justice
systems in the EU, which will help to decrease delays, increase legal
certainty and make access to justice cheaper and easier.

New regulations will implement several digital solutions for cross-border
taking of evidence and service of documents with the aim of making
cooperation between national courts in different EU countries more efficient.

Endorsing distance communication technologies will lower costs and help
evidence to be taken quicker. For example, to hear a person in a cross-border
proceeding, videoconferencing can be used instead of requiring a physical
presence.

A decentralised IT system that brings together national systems will be
established so that documents can be exchanged electronically in a faster and
more secure way. The new rules include additional provisions to protect data
and privacy when documents are transmitted and evidence is being taken.

The regulations help simplify procedures and offer legal certainty to people
and businesses, which will encourage them to engage in international
transactions, thereby not only strengthening democracy but also the EU’s 
internal market.
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