A test for the Foreign Secretary

I wish the Foreign Secretary well in her new role sorting out the Northern
Ireland Protocol.

It is important she stands up to the EU. She needs to rub out the wrong
statement by the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland that the U.K. might
need to break international law in a limited way. She needs to insist on
reversing the diversion of trade from GB/NI in accordance with the Protocol
and insist on upholding the Protocol’s affirmation of the importance and
integrity of the U.K. internal market.

This is a much easier negotiation to win than the one Margaret Thatcher won
when she secured a large U.K. rebate on EU contributions with no real
leverage. There is plenty of leverage here, as we can simply impose a fair
solution as NI is part of the U.K. and under the U.K. Parliament and
government’s control now we have left the EU. She must enforce the Manifesto
promise to end ECJ jurisdiction over any part of the U.K.
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