
A Christmas stocking gives West
Country fish numbers a boost

The Environment Agency has restocked several fisheries in Somerset, the
Claverton fishery on the Bristol Avon near Bath, and the River Boyd at
Bitton, near Bristol.

Every year, the Environment Agency’s Calverton Fish Farm near Nottingham
breeds coarse fish for release into rivers and still waters across England to
help boost fish populations.

Fisheries Officers have stocked over 6,000 fish, including 1,500 fish into
the River Sheppey near Godney, and 1,100 into Blakespool, a coarse fishery
used by Blakespool Angling Club in Bridgwater.

Some of the thousands of fish found new homes

Other sites to receive a festive boost in the run up to Christmas include
Crossman Pond near Yatton, Crookwood Lake near Devizes, the River Boyd at
Bitton and Claverton on the Bristol Avon near Bath.

The rivers and stillwaters have been stocked with various species including
chub, roach, tench, barbel, dace, rudd, bream and crucian carp.

The River Sheppey lost a large number of fish following a pollution incident
in 2018 and all other fisheries were stocked to enhance angling.

Liam Timothy, Environment Agency Fisheries Officer, said:

Somerset boasts many angling clubs which is evidence that there is
a healthy amount of fish in the county’s waterway. But occasionally
a helping hand is needed to restore the natural balance in the wake
of an incident or decline.

The work of our National Fish Farm is funded by income from licence
fees, so in the lead up to Christmas it’s great to see the fish
farm continuing to produce strong and healthy fish needed for re-
stocking and recovery.

The restocking is part of an annual programme funded by income from
rod licence sales. Restocking occurs in winter because water
temperatures are low and this minimises any stress on the fish,
giving them the best possible survival rates.

Restocking is done where numbers are low, have been depleted following a
pollution incident or to create new fisheries and opportunities for anglers.

http://www.government-world.com/a-christmas-stocking-gives-west-country-fish-numbers-a-boost/
http://www.government-world.com/a-christmas-stocking-gives-west-country-fish-numbers-a-boost/


Christmas is a good time to introduce the fish into rivers, as it enables
them to acclimatise to their new surroundings, ahead of their spawning season
in the spring. Fish also play a critical role in sustaining a river’s finely-
balanced eco-system, so the wider natural environment will also get a festive
boost.

You need a rod fishing licence to fish for salmon, trout, freshwater fish,
smelt or eel with a rod and line in England. Get yours from
https://www.gov.uk/fishing-licences.

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fclick.agilitypr.delivery%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DqLxqKWQVlBd8xobJ4ypvMIDneA2FmNyhkiV077BxzRcUo3htReEh-2FRgZxNKiJcV9J17A_FQC2LT8GxayrM161hhHVAsojksqiaVvu6B6Nf8T3A51jz2xFI7Ba4D7-2FYMkqlxQjYoYH-2FPcPLE8LS-2BOXV2v-2BkVNfdzBTG7620eVMkJ0ow-2F5h9v9fVGHwRt7cPW1KDT4gqhf9igeOhRomLayVXhIpoR7g7rtO3-2Bk7zkaAajABLdcRY2wxVxRw9biPRdyOMsMJVaAVp793uM3R4iLBMnOkR1PUKRyJ0KQ5tjXdKWRX65agpoDtkpMKvVjbefwm9vBD-2F71kfFXBkLsDvvREusGi2u84uZ362rnzBGj3Y2hHe7N4FfKjVLgMKBmh4sqBv4xzw3PCJm5GNqPFK4xbBpRdDtxxJzpjVs9HUlrpLFFdGugR-2BbzyyDxh0-2BNob9hDqPbo6012wKOgBuzIFjgU4rnGXRt-2FaeZGZLbzehZ7qIgSy38zwzMq32dm0YMKX-2FWJo34T&data=04%7C01%7Cjenny.reay%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7Cdb9973efd39447405d1c08d9b8a04012%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C637743820669297894%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=50Xa%2FkF%2Boq9cmbkDTQ4Dj41fSTD%2B3aX98v2rxqnBs%2BI%3D&reserved=0

