
85 on trial for cross-border telecom
fraud

A total of 85 suspects stood trial in Beijing from Tuesday to Thursday, in a
cross-border telecom fraud case.

More than 70 suspects, including 44 Taiwan residents, were arrested in Kenya
and extradited to China in April 2016, according to Beijing No. 2
Intermediate People’s Court.

The suspects pleaded guilty to cheating 185 victims on the Chinese mainland
out of more than 29 million yuan (4.3 million U.S. dollars), the court said.

Thirty-five suspects were accused of carrying out fraud in Indonesia from
June to November 2014 and the other 50 in Kenya from June 2015 to April 2016.

The suspects claimed to work for police, procuratorates or express delivery
firms and called Chinese citizens, telling them their personal information
had been stolen and they should pay money to protect their assets and prove
they had not committed any crimes.

The court will announce the verdicts at a later date.
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