
2024/25 Household Expenditure Survey
in progress

     The Census and Statistics Department (C&SD) conducts a Household
Expenditure Survey (HES) once every five years to collect up-to-date
information on the expenditure patterns of households in Hong Kong. This
information is an important input for updating the expenditure weights of the
Consumer Price Index (CPI). A new round of the 2024/25 HES, which began in
mid-September last year, is currently in progress.
 
     With the introduction of new products in the market and changes in
people's living habits, the types of goods and services that people purchase
nowadays may differ significantly from those bought a few years ago. The C&SD
conducts an HES once every five years to update the items included in the
CPIs and their corresponding expenditure shares.
 
     The HES is conducted for a whole year to take into account seasonal
variations in household expenditure patterns throughout the year. For
instance, Chinese households tend to spend more during the Chinese New Year
compared to the rest of the year.
 
     The C&SD expresses gratitude to those households who have participated
in the survey and appeals for the support of all households selected for the
remaining survey period. The detailed information provided by participating
households is crucial for the compilation of the CPIs.
 
     About three weeks before the commencement of each survey cycle,
notification letters will be sent to the sampled living quarters to invite
the households therein to participate in the survey. Census officers, whose
names are shown on the notification letters, will then call on households in
the sampled living quarters about one to two weeks after despatch of the
letters to explain the purposes and data requirements of the survey. Each
census officer will carry a Government Identity Card / Enumerator Identity
Card and a Certificate of Identity issued by the C&SD authorising him/her to
conduct the survey for inspection. Householders should check carefully the
identity of the census officer before admitting him/her to their premises for
interviews.
 
     The major results of the 2024/25 HES are expected to be released in
mid-2026.
 
     For enquiries about the 2024/25 HES, please contact the Household
Expenditure Survey Section of the C&SD at telephone number 2551 6500 or email
address hesurvey@censtatd.gov.hk.
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