
18 Districts’ Pledging cum Cheering
Team Competition of 9th Hong Kong
Games held today (with photos)

     â€‹The 18 Districts' Pledging cum Cheering Team Competition of the 9th
Hong Kong Games (HKG) was held at the Sun Yat Sen Memorial Park Sports Centre
today (February 25), marking the readiness of athletes from 18 districts to
strive for their best in the Games. The Cheering Team Competition aimed at
encouraging members of the public to give active support to the athletes and
creating a cheerful atmosphere for the 9th HKG, while showcasing the district
characteristics and vitality, as well as promoting a sports culture.

     Officiating at the ceremony, the Secretary for Culture, Sports and
Tourism, Mr Kevin Yeung, said that the Government is committed to promoting
sports development as well as fostering a strong sport culture in the
community. In recent years, Hong Kong athletes have achieved remarkable
results in international sports events, thereby enhancing Hong Kong's status
in the international sporting arena. They also become the role model for
young people. The mega sports events stimulate sports atmosphere in the
community and raise the public's interest in sports activities. The biennial
HKG is a good opportunity for people from different districts to take part in
sports competitions and enjoy the atmosphere of major sports event. 

     The inter-district sports competitions of the 9th HKG will commence
soon. Athletes from the 18 districts will represent their districts to
compete at the Games, enhancing communication and fostering friendship among
the 18 districts. Mr Yeung called on members of the public to support the 9th
HKG, saying that apart from competing in the Games, they could also watch the
Games and cheer on the athletes at the competitions, or join the community
participation programmes, to echo the HKG's slogan "Our City, Our Games". 

     Also officiating at the ceremony, the Chairman of the 9th HKG Organising
Committee, Professor Patrick Yung, said that age groups (15 or below, 16 to
17, and 18 or above) will be introduced for individual sports events in the
9th HKG, aiming to let more members of the public, particularly the younger
generation, participate. Moreover, several urban sports demonstration
competitions, namely breaking, sport climbing and skateboarding, which are
popular among young people, will be introduced to boost the vitality of the
event.

     Cheerleaders from the 18 districts showcased the uniqueness and vitality
of their districts today through their performances combining dancing,
cheering and chanting, and competed for the Best Performance Award, the Best
Local Characteristics Award and the Highest Popularity Award.

     The Best Performance Award assesses the content, action arrangement and
onstage presentation of performers, as well as the skills in movements and
overall performance. The Best Local Characteristics Award recognises teams
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that present the best overall impression, with techniques, costumes and
appearance, slogans, music and songs that reflect the characteristics of
their districts. Results of the competitions will be announced tonight at 9pm
on the dedicated website. The Highest Popularity Award will be given to the
team which obtains the most votes from the audience through "one person, one
vote", and the result will be announced upon completion of the counting. The
winning teams will give performances at the Opening Ceremony of the 9th HKG
on April 21. The prizes will be presented at the Closing cum Prize
Presentation Ceremony of the 9th HKG on June 9.  

     The HKG is a territory-wide major multi-sport event held biennially with
the 18 districts as participating units. Scheduled for April 21 to June 9
this year, the inter-district sports competitions of the 9th HKG will cover
eight sports, namely athletics, badminton, 3-on-3 basketball, futsal,
swimming, table tennis, tennis and volleyball. The four events of the sports
competitions for people with disabilities include wheelchair 3-on-3
basketball competition, boccia competition and competition of swimming and
table tennis for people with intellectual disabilities.

     Other community participation programmes of the HKG will also commence,
including the Jockey Club Vitality Run to be held in the morning on March 3
alongside the Shing Mun River in Sha Tin. A carnival will also be held at the
Yuen Wo Playground on the event day. Activities included stage performances,
game booths on new sports, a sports interactive game zone with a combination
of multimedia and virtual reality technology, a photo corner, etc, will be
set up at the playground so that participants can enjoy the fun of sports.

     Members of the public can also vote for My Favourite Sporty District and
guess the Overall Champion of the 9th HKG. Photography enthusiasts can take
pictures of the exciting scenes of sports competitions and activities of the
9th HKG to participate in the Dynamic Moments Photo Contest. Details of the
sports competitions and community participation programmes are available on
the dedicated website.

     Also officiating at today's ceremony were the President of the Sports
Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China, Mr Timothy Fok; the
Director of Leisure and Cultural Services, Mr Vincent Liu; and the Executive
Advisers of the Organising Committee Mr William Tong and Mr David Yip.

     The 9th HKG is organised by the Sports Commission and co-ordinated by
its Community Sports Committee, with the Home Affairs Department, the Leisure
and Cultural Services Department, the Sports Federation & Olympic Committee
of Hong Kong, China, and the relevant National Sports Associations of the
sports competitions as co-organisers. The Hong Kong Jockey Club is the major
sponsor of the event.
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